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FAMILY EST 


FOUNDED AND OWNED CONTINUOUSLY BY HE ‘DE LATOUR FAMILY SINCE 1900 
Vineyards and 
Winery at 
Rutherford, 
Napa County, 
California 

















OF HIGHEST QUALITY 


CALIFORNIA: Angelica XXX, Tokay XXX, Muscat de Fron- 
tignan (Muscatel), Burgundy, Cabernet, Riesling, Chablis, Dry 
Sauternes, Chateau Beaulieu (Medium Sweet), Sweet Sauternes 


APPROVED BY THEIR EXCELLENCIES 

The Most Rev. John J. Mitty, D.D., Archbishop of San Francisco 
The Most Rev. J. Francis A. McIntyre, D.D., 
Archbisho of Los Angeles 

The Reverend Clergy throughout the country who, during the 
past fifty years have been continuous users of Beaulieu Vineyard 
wines, have attested to their superior quality. 


WRITE FOR PRICE LIST 
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Dine Ahltar Wines 








Main Office New York Office and Cellars 
300 Montgomery St. 2-4 Barclay St. 
San Francisco 4, Calif. New York 7, N. Y. 
AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
E. M. Langers Co. E. M. Lohmann Co. Wm. J. Meininger D. Recher & Co. 
815 So. Sixth St. 413 Sibley St. P. O. Box 6147 322 W. North Ave. 
Milwaukee 4, Wis. St. Paul 1, Minn. Houston 6, Texas Chicago 10, Ill. 
A.J. Hammer Co. The Mid-West F. A. Remanjon 
1653 St. Clair Ave. Church Goods Co. Sales Representative 
N.E., Cleveland 14, 1218 Farnam Street, 2039 Calhoun St. 
Ohio Omaha 2, Nebraska New Orleans 19, La. 
Bernard McCulla, Inc. John F. Fleming 
341 Weybosset St. 35 Sagamore Ave. 


Providence 3, R. I. West Medford 55, Mass. 
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(A) No. B11. Buttonless Belt-On 
Altar Boy Cassock has hook-and-eye 
collar and belt front to insure ease 
in donning or removing. 


Altar Bows \OMPLETE OUTFITS 


(B) No. B10 Button Front Roman 
Back Altar Boy Casscok has patented 
ivory-hard removable toggle buttons 
that will not pull off. 













B (C) Ne. B10 Front View of Button- 
On-Style Altar Boy Cassock. Prices 
for sashes, capes and other accessor- 
ies furnished upon request. 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 
Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 







































For Cassocks 


(D) Ne. B100 Altar Boy Surplice 
Embroidered lace floral design. Extra 
full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. .$8.50 
(E) No. B62 Rubrical Altar Boy 
Surplice. Sanforized. Rubrical band- 
ing in all church colors, made extra 
full. Specify color banding desired 
when ordering. Sizes 18 inch to 24 
NEE © a Sainte a ata are rete otereni $5.25 





listed, except Nos. B32, B100 and 


(H) No. B71 Altar Boy Surplice. 
Fine wearing Marquisette with lace. 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. 
$4.00 


No. B 70 Same as No. B71 but with- 
out lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 
ES aaa $3.00 


(I) No. B61 Altar Boy Surplice. 
Lightweight cotton with lace. Sanfor- 
ized. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 
$4.25 


Me Katagl HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


Telephone 


Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin All Wool  *Correct 

*Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Black Only Length of 
Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11,Ea. No. B12,Ea. No. B10,Ea. Surplice 
6 Yrs 36 in. S S29 $ 5.25 $ 5.75 $ 11.50 18 in. 
7 Yrs. 38 in. 5.75 5.75 6.25 11.75 18 in. 
8 Yrs. 40 in. 6.25 6.25 6.75 12.75 18 in. 
9 Yrs. 42 in. 6.75 6.75 7.25 13.25 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44 in. 7.50 7.50 8.00 13.75 20 in. 
11 Yrs. 46 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 14.50 20 in. 
12 Yrs. 48 in. 8.50 8.50 9.00 15.50 22 in. 
13 Yrs. 50 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 16.00 22 in. 
14 Yrs. 52 in. 9.50 9.50 10.00 17.00 22 in. 
15 Yrs. 54 in. 10.25 10.25 10.75 17.25 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 56 in. 10.75 10.75 11.25 18.25 24 in. 
17 Yee 58 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 18.50 24 in. 
18 Yrs 60 in. 12.50 12.50 13.00 19.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs 62 in. 13.50 13.50 14.00 19.75 26 in. 


larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 
Please specify STLYE e COLOR e SIZE when ordering 


(F) No. B65 Cotta. Excellent quality 
lightweight cotton. Sanforized. Made 
extra full. 


Sizes Sizes 

22 mm... 9098 28 in. ...$5.50 

24 in. ... 4.25 30 in. ... 6.00 

26 in. ... 4.90 SS i acs. TS 
34 in. ... 8.00 


(G) Hansen Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 24 inches, 
inclusive, at prices listed. For size 26 inch Surplices, add 50 cents to prices 


B110, which are $1.00 additional. 


No. B 60 Same as No. B61 but with- 
out lace. Sizes 18 to 24 inch. .$3.25 


No. B80 Altar Boy Surplice. Durable 
medium weight. Oxford cloth. Made 
extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch.$3.75 


(J) No. B110 Altar Boy Lace Sur- 


plice. Embroidered floral design. 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 
WME < Gc sn ews Ones ceweeeeeee $6.50 


(K) No. B27 Altar Boy Surplice. 
Fine Lawn. Made extra full. Sizes 
18 to 24 inch 


No. B37 Same as No. B27 but with 
lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 te 24 
inch 
No. B32 Altar Boy Surplice. Light- 
weight pure Irish linen. Made extra 
full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch...... $6.50 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


FRanklin 2-8750 





Americas Finest UASSOC 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The House of HANSEN is recognized for its outstanding tailoring of Ck 
Garments, as well as Prelatial Robes of purple materials in the correct Va 
shade. Every garment is traditionally custom hand-tailored by expert crafts 
using the finest imported and domestic fabrics available. In selecting The k 
of HANSEN for your Clerical garments, you are assured of complete satisfa 
in every detail. 
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(A) The simplicity of the straighter 
lines of Hansen’s design Wide Back 
Roman Cassock recommends this 
established Roman Style. 


(B) A compromise design with 
convenient buttonless Jesuit front. 
Roman form-fitting back and buttons 
on cuffs. Standard 1 inch opening 
in collar. 

(C) A Confessional Cloak is distinc- 
tive and clerically correct, worn over 
a cassock. Tailored in light or heavy 
Kersey with velvet collar or collar 
of same material. Full venetia lining. 


(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in the 
pulpit and at commencement exer- 
cises, banquets and receptions. Pur- 
ple for Bishop’s and Right Reverend 
Monsignori; black for Very Reverend 
Monsignori and Clergy. 
Ss * s 

No. A725 Nylon and Wool 

A wrinkle-resisting, rich appearing 
lightweight fabric woven of equal 
parts of Nylon and Wool. Service- 
able.....Cassock $59.50 Sash $8.50 
Prelates House Cassock..... $112.50 


No. A946 Silk-Warp Henrietta 

This deluxe importation from Switz- 
erland is the elite of cassock fabrics. 
Tailors into a garment unsurpassed in 
richness. Cassock $97.50 Sash $12.00 
Prelates House Cassock..... $173.50 


*Prices shown are for either a 
Roman or Semi-Jesuit Priest Cassock. 
Jamples of fabrics and prices upon 
request. 


(E) The Bishop’s Cape is tai 
of Purple lightweight material, 
ing of gold metal cord. Affords 
fort during the cooler weather 

attending outdoor ceremonies. 

(F) This full regulation House 
sock has Cape attached and add; 
al half-sleeves. Trimmed with x 
purple piping and buttons acco; 
to rank of Prelate. 

(G) The Choir Cassock with 

is worn by Bishop's and Right 
erend Monsignori. Tailored wit 
train for the Very Reverend Mo 
nori. Illustrated with Mozetta 
Rochet as worn by a Bishop. 

(H) The Cappa Magna, a | 
mantle with long train, illust: 
with a fur Cape and lace Rox 
Cape is available in Ermine or G 
fur. 

a 2 e e 

No. A969 Lightweight Basketwee 
Porous, lightweight all-wool Ba 
weave. We highly recommend 
light material. 
Cassock $69.50 
Prelates House Cassock..... $1) 
No. A990 All-Wool Worsted 


This all-wool medium weight ma 
provides a cassuck that drapes peri 


and gives long wear. An except 
value. Cassock....$69.50 Sash} 
Prelates House Cassock $120.00 


No. A951 Pure Silk (Fast Dye) 

This lightweight pure silk tailors 
an elegant cassock. Ideal for tn 
| ae Cassock $87.50 Sash $1 


Prelates House Cassock..... $13! 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS) 


Jha Mouse o£ HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


Telephone FRanklin 2-875 
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inches including front drop. 

(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, eye- 
let Cross design, per yard..... $ 4.25 
(B) No. F 15 Altar Cloth. Em- 


broidered medium weight linen, 
Cross design, per yard....... $ 4.85 
.C) No. F 9 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, 
Cross design, per yard........ $ 5.50 
(D) No. F 8 Altar Cloth. Em- 


broidered medium weight linen, I.H.S. 
rere $4.75 
(E) No F 6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
per yard 4.1 


No. F 5* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched without 
i OP WE ck kcvavedceaas $3.75 
No. F 4* Altar Cloth. Medium 


weight linen, without lace or hem- 
stitching, per yafd.......... $ 3.50 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on_ back. 

(F) No. F 601 Alb. Light weight 


linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 


ered with I.H.S. design. ..... $ 26.50 
No. F 601 Surplice tc match Alb 
= Paesgl bs acca Scales eee ae $ 25.50 
(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion 
BRIERE ERRNO Erg SAN? edt $ 20.25 


No. F 503 Alb, as above, with lace 
at bottom only............ $ 19.25 


No. F 503 Lace Surplice to match 


Me \teduae ck chuke veaeun $ 13.50 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with 
a. $ 19.25 


No. F 504 Surplice to match Alb 
ee En hae ey $ 13.50 
(H) No. F 509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross, I.H.S. and Grape de- 
eS, re $ 32.50 
No. F 509 Surplice to match Alb 
(ake Dabeethheereaeiadgee $ 37.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
SEE ere ey $ 14.00 


VY HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 
Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard E 


When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, in- 
cluding side drops, and finished width including front drop. 
Made to order only and are not returnable. Two inch hem 
on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum width 32 
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(1) No. F 502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered band- 
ing. Guaranteed fast colors — Red, 
Green, Black, Purple and Yellow. 
Please state color desired. ...$ 21.75 


No. F 502 Surplice to match Alb 
$ 17.50 


(J) No. F 925 Surplice. Embroid- 
ered non-wrinkling sheer celanese. 
Ideal for traveling purposes. .$ 15.00 


No. F 850 Surplice. Plain non- 
wrinkling sheer celanese..... $ 7.75 


(K) No. F 900 Surplice. Fine 
quality lace, embroidered with I.H.S. 
and Cross design.......... $ 29.50 


No. F 900 Alb to match Surplice. 


ee Sen) nen 


A\ . \iaal 
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Light weight linen top..... $ 25.75 
(i) F e2°* F2°* 
RS aac $2.80 $3.00 $ 

Corporal. «0:3 1.20 1.35 1.75 
Purificator.... 85 95 1.20 
Oe 1.50 1.30 1.55 
Finger Towel. . 85 95 1.20 
Stole Collar... 40 AS 65 


F 1 Plain Hem; *F 2 Hemstitched 
**F 3 Hemstitched With Lace 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd ........ $1.39 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd....... 2.39 
No. F4** Heavy weight, yd ........ 2.69 
No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd...... 2.50 


* For light weight Albs and Surplices. 
** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, 
Priest Albs and Surplices. 













D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 





Needlecraft VESTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty and 
rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are 
recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made vestments 
vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attractively 
priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are invited 
without obligation. 





(A) Ne. ¥5110. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask, furnished in all Church colors. Woven 
Chalice design banding. Furnished with 
either IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined Lined 


Roman Chasuble ...... $42.75 $46.75 
eens SOOO: 2 cc vceces 61.00 68.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 99.00 108.75 
Benediction Veil — 29.00 
Preaching Stole ...LINED ONLY 13.50 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 58.25 64.75 
Gothic Come ...cccess 67.00 75.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 110.00 118.50 





(D) No. Y5138. Adoring Angel design in (C) Ne. Y¥5152. Brocaded satin 


richly woven Damask. Chalice design em- damask. PX PALM LEAVES de- 
broidered banding. Embroidered IHS or sign. Furnished in all church 
AXPO emblem to harmonize. Furnished colors. Gold metal woven angel 
in all Church colors. Roman Vestments design banding. Gold metal cloth 
furnished with St. Andrew style Cross. IHS or AXPO emblem to match. 

Unlined Lined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ...... $48.00 $52.75 Roman Chasuble ...... $75.25 
Bees COS ono ce ctces 70.50 80.75 PN GO ns cicescce 110.50 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 111.75 123.00 Roman Dalmatica ..... 192.50 
Benediction Veil ...... 27.25 32.50 Benediction Veil ....... 47.75 
Preaching Stole ...LINED ONLY 10.75 Preaching Stole ....... 18.75 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 68.00 75.75 Gothic Chasuble ....... 108.75 
Cee Ge occ cuss 77.50 89.00 NE WE iv ccnaceews 121.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ...... 121.50 133.25 Gothic Dalmatics ...... 206.75 


(B) No.Y5114. Brocaded satin (E) No. ¥5112. Brocaded damask Gloria 


panna oe = potent design. Furnished in all Church colors. 
esign (symbolical o rist’s 2 

care of His Followers). Banding Floral and cross embroidered banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. with gold thread outline. Embroidered 
Embroidered emblem to match emblem to match in IHS or AXPO design. 


in IHS or AXPO design. ; 
Unlined Lined 


Lined R 
Remen Cieaite __. $65.75 ee Chasuble ...... $48.50 $56.75 
Roman Cope......... 96.50 wenn Saye aaa 73.25 81.00 
Roman Dalmatics.... . 19495 Semen Delmede ..... 110.25 = 126.75 
Benediction Veil..... 41.25 Benediction Veil ...... 27.50 32.00 
Preaching Stole...... 21.75 Preaching Stole ...LINED ONLY 14,00 
Gothic Chasuble...... 91.50 Gothic Chasuble ...... 66.50 76.00 
Gothic Cope..:..... 106.00 Gothic Cope ......... 80.50 89.00 
Gothic Dalmatics..... 171.09 Gothic Dalmatics ...... 121.25 137.50 


sa (Koute gf HANSEN : D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST. CHICAGO 6. ILL.  £‘JTelephone FRanklin 2-8750 


























2 RULES for Buyers of 
LITURGICAL FABRICS 


A Series of which 
this is Number One 


RULE | 


Patronize only recognized, established Church 
Goods Dealers who manifest a sincere intention 
of meeting your specific needs, however small. 


















































If you insist on Allen’s unconditionally guaranteed fabrics, 
no dealer who has your best interests at heart will attempt 
to sell you something ‘“‘cheaper’”’ or ‘“‘just as good.” All au- 
thorized Allen dealers know they can obtain for you ex- 
actly what you want—and that all orders for Allen fabrics 
are shipped within 24 hours from receipt. 






Beware especially of the itinerant vendor of piece goods. 
Cheap materials usually reveal their deficiencies a few 
months after actual usage. You may seek in vain for the 
seller with whom you wish to register your complaint. 







Saadi, a Persian poet of the Thirteenth Century, ob- 
served: ‘The bird alighteth not on the spread net when 
it beholds another bird in the snare. Take warning by 
the misfortunes of others, that others may take example 
from you.” 








“Buy American” 







wi 
ALLEN SILK }IILLS 
; al Sabrion 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Director* 


Trade"Mark Reg. 868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 


Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 
IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 400 CRAIG STREET WEST—MONTREAL 



















VESTMENT FABRICS DRAPERY FABRICS BANDINGS EMBLEMS 


If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once, 





























THe HoMiILetic AND PastoraL Review (Monthly), Vol. LII, No. 12 (September, 1952). Copyright 1952 by 
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the Post 
Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscriptions 
to the U.S., $5.00 per Annum. $5.25 in Canada. 











THE BALDWIN 


ELECTRONIC ORGAN 
... true to the tradition of the|Church 


- 








$ kg ttemy! 











_— Princrpal de | la Jalesta ide San Pablo- 


alladoltd « 


From an original etching by John Taylor 
Arms from the Herbert Greer French 
Bequest of the Cincinnati Art Museum. 





Model 10 


THE BALDWIN PIANO COMPANY « CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
BUILDERS OF: BALDWIN GRAND PIANOS 





es = > 
MT 
IN THE SMALL RURAL CHURCH 


THE URBAN RESIDENTIAL PARISH 
THE LARGE CATHEDRAL... 


The Baldwin has become 
recognized as an ideal instrument 
for use with divine service. 


In The Baldwin Electronic Organ 
are embodied those qualities of 
traditional organ tone which have 
been associated with the spirit 

of the liturgy through the years. 
And The Baldwin combines these 
traditional musical qualities 

with the modern advantages of 
economy of initial investment 
and maintenance, ease of 
installation and limited space 
requirements. 

We would be happy to send, 
without obligation, our booklet 
‘Selecting a New Organ For 
Your Church” together with 
complete information on The 
Baldwin Model 5 Organ or the 
larger Model 10. 





ACROSONIC SPINET PIANOS e HAMILTON GRAND & VERTICAL PIANOS e .BALDWIN ELECTRONIC ORGANS 
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ANOTHER Lawson Associates Success... 

















‘Work to Begin 
On New Church 
Of Holy Family 


—$256,070 Pledged 

Building of the new ,000 
church for Holy Family Parish in 
Seattle’s White Center district will 
begin June 16, it was announced 
yesterday by the Rev. Ailbe Mc- 
Grath, pastor. 

Father McGrath said that a 
total of $256,070 had been pledged 
in the building fund drive which 
ended Saturday. Individual pledges, 
payable over the next 20 months, 
averaged $229. The drive was 
launched at a parish meeting May 
11, and $191,000 was pledged with- 
in two hours, the pastor said. 














INCORPORATED 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 
WEST COAST OFFICE: 420 MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
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CHURCH OF ST. ANN, BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 
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RAMBUSCH 


40 WEST 13th STREET, NEW YORK 


COMPLETE INTERIOR BY 
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What law 


sends pork prices up in summer 
...down again in winter? 


Jon. Feb. 


Mor. Apr. May 


June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
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This chart shows the relationship between pork production and 





pork prices based on figures for 1947-49 (a typical period), 
which the government is now using as the index-base period. 


The well known law of supply and de- 
mand. With pork, it works like this: 


More than half the pigs are born 
in spring—also according to law, 
the law of nature. They spend a good 
six months growing to chop size. 

As a result, fewer pigs are ready 
for market during the summer 
months. And meat packers have to 
pay higher prices in order to get 
enough pork to fill customers’ orders. 

Then, along about the time the 


first leaves fall, all these pigs begin 
to come to market. And the same 


thing happens as with any other 
perishable commodity (strawber- 
ries, eggs or oranges) when there is 
suddenly a lot more than there was. 


The price justnaturally goesdown! 


The chart above shows how the 
cycle goes. Less pork—higher prices 
through the summer followed by 
more pork, lower prices during the 
winter. 


Remember, summertime is the 
time when a big new meat crop is 
“growing up” on America’s farms 


and ranches. 


AMERICAN MEAT INSTITUTE 


Headquarters, Chicago * 
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Members throughout the U. S, 








HoMILIES ON THE LITURGY 
OF THE SUNDAYS AND FEASTS 
By Joseph H. Cassidy, M.M., Maryknoll Seminary, Maryknoll P.O., New York 


Page 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 1090 


The Church at a Crossroads 

In no age of the past has the Church en- 
countered more varied and diabolical chal- 
lenges. The chief aim of contemporary 
secularists and communists alike is the 
elimination of God from His creation. Dur- 
ing earlier persecutions Christians have been 
subjected to every conceivable bodily tor- 
ture; to-day the torture 1s extended also to 
the victim’s mind and will. St. Paul lived 
through the early persecutions and finally 
laid down his life for his faith. His Epistles 
have always been a source of profound 
encouragement to Christians in times of 
distress. 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 1093 

The Simplicity of Christianity 

Compared with other religions, Christianity 
is simplicity itself. Its basts doctrines can 
be adequately understood by any normal 
child. Yet, paradozically, these doctrines 
are so profound that they can occupy the 
minds of the greatest scholars for a lifetime. 
The doctrine of the Mystical Body is an 
example of this simplicity and profundity. 
St. Paul has not only elaborated the sig- 
nificance of this doctrine, but has given us 
a personal example of how we should ad- 
just our lives to tt. 


Page 


Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost.. 1095 


The Christian Way of Life 

In recent years no topic has been more fre- 
quently referred to than “our Democratic 
way of life,’ “our American way of life.” 
Two thousand years ago St. Paul outlined 
“the Christian way of life,” which transcends 
all other ways of life and which alone pro- 
vides us with a guarantee of perfect happi- 
ness, not only in the life to come, but also 
here on this earth. For there is no joy like 
that of a clear conscience, no satisfaction 
like that derived from a day well spent in 
the service of God. 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 1098 


The King and His Kingdom 

It was in the closing tragic hours of His 
earthly life that Christ declared Himself 
King. In 1926 Pope Pius XI merely pro- 
claimed to the world what was already a 
fact—the Kingship of Christ. During His 
actual life on earth Christ had shunned all 
regal trappings. He was born and passed 
all His life in poverty, and His close asso- 
ciates were socially unpretentious. As He 
Himself declared repeatedly: “His Kingdom 
was not of this world.” His Kingdom is in 
the souls of men everywhere, always, to the 
end of time. 











conditions. 


The A. I. Root Co. of Texas 
San Antonio, Texas 





A GREAT COMBINATION 


e The Root Rolled Candle 
e The Root Bottle Light 


The Root Rolled Candle will burn 
from 10 to 15% longer than other 
candles of like content. 


The Original Root Bottle Light is the 
standard of comparison for sanctu- 
ary lights. It burns well under all 


Free Samples on request 


THE A. |. ROOT COMPANY 
Medina, Ohio 


Workers in Beeswax for 83 years 


The A, I. Root Co. of lowa 
Council Bluffs, lowa 
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A bell for your church-| 








versatile- 


completely automatic ! . 


O longer is cost an important factor in { 
choosing a bell instrument. 

The Schulmetronic AUTO-BELL requires , 
no tower, is simply installed, and offers the rich, | 
sonorous tones and brilliant harmonics | 
of a true 13,000 pound cast bell. | 

















This is the perfect liturgical bell instrument | 
which may be played automatically, 
semi-automatically, or manually. 
Its control clock, once set, will provide 
without further attention such functions 
as Angelus Call, Swinging Mass Call 
at selected times, and Tolling. 
For wider program use, the famous 
Schulmerich 25 “Carillonic Bells” may easily 
be added to the AUTO-BELL instrument. 


Let us tell you 
about the many 
uses of this most 
versatile, fully 
automatic bell 
instrument ever 
made. Write... 


AUTO-BELL 


SCHLUMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
11120-A Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 
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Do We Fit Into the Picture? 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


W. AMERICAN Catholics boast 
that we are good Americans. Indeed, 
on this point the great majority of 
Americans agree. The most callous 
foreign observer cannot fail to notice 
that the Chureh has established itself 
in a high niche in the good will of our 
people. He may be surprised to see a 
priest enter a New York subway car, 
take out his Breviary and read the 
official prayer of the Church, but the 
New Yorkers will not be surprised. The 
priest, like the Church itself, feels very 
much at home in the United States. 
As Cardinal Gibbons once said of the 
amazing success of the Catholic Church 
in the United States: “. . . in the genial 
atmosphere of liberty, she blossoms like 
the rose.” 

We are accepted by our fellow- 
Americans because we have lived with 
them in peace and harmony and be- 
cause we have reconciled so magnifi- 
cently the claims of patriotism with the 
ciaims of religion. The loyalty of 
Catholics in all our wars has_ been 
prompt and generous. Our servicemen 
have fought and died at Saratoga, at 
Gettysburg, in the Argonne, on the 
Normandy beach, in Korea—in num- 
bers well beyond our proportion of the 
population. We see in our diocesan 
newspapers pictures of the leading 
American “ace” receiving Holy Com- 
munion, and it seems to us altogether 
natural and logical that he do so. 





But. trouble-makers arise from time 
to time to vex us. Not on the score of 
patriotism but for various and sundry 
yeasons. For instance, there was Paul 
Blanshard trying to prove that we are 
members of an antiquated totalitarian- 
ism and that the Vatican and the 
Kremlin are just the black and red 
versions of the same thing. 


A NOVEL INDICTMENT 
OF CATHOLICS 


Recently we have been hearing of a 
new type of indictment. It is the 
charge of “divisiveness.” It seems that 
Catholies are divisive, that they form 
a group that stays outside the main 
body of American citizens. The charge 
is not that they are subversive, but 
that they do not mix in with the rest of 
Americans because they like to or- 
ganize together in Catholic societies. 
Hence, they are said to be undemocra- 
tic. For several years, Mrs. Eugene 
Meyer of Washington and other in- 
fluential secularists have been carry- 
ing on a campaign against the Catholic 
schools on the ground of their “divisive- 
ness.” By alluding in some vague 
manner to the First Amendment and 
the “wall of separation between Church 
and State,” they make out the parochial 
school system to be quite thoroughly 
un-American. The latest spokesman 
for this point of view is President James 
B. Conant of Harvard University. In 
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an address to educators he said: “The 
greater the proportion of our youth who 
attend independent schools, the greater 
the threat to our democratic unity.” 
Actually, we need not be very much 
disturbed about charges that Catholic 
school children are “unsociable” and 
will refuse to mix with Protestant and 
Jewish children in later years. First, 
how can anyone determine that sta- 
tistie of “sociability”? Secondly, sup- 
pose that public schools do educate 
very successfully in the art of frater- 
nizing with all creeds; does that mean 
that a tax-payer must send his children 
to a school that teaches sociability but 
ignores the major subject of all edu- 
cation—religion? I say that we ought 
not to be disturbed by Conant’s notion 
that Catholic children will not com- 
pletely melt into the “melting pot.” 
But we should be excited over his brazen 
attempt to put the “independent” 
schools out of business so that State- 
monopolized schools can take control. 
Talk about Communist regimentation! 


MUST CATHOLICS SHARE 
PREVALENT RELIGIOUS AND 
MORAL NOTIONS? 


Yet, in a very real sense we American 
Catholics are “divisive.” We will adapt 
ourselves to our neighbors in the local 
community and practise kindness to all, 
but we cannot share the prevalent ideas 
about religion and morality. In our 
thinking about the great problems of 
life, we are divided from our American 
confréres as by a sword. We cannot for 
one minute forget the words of Our 
Blessed Lord: “Do not think that I 
have come to send peace upon the 
earth; I have come to bring a sword, 
not peace. For I have come to set a 
man at variance with his father, and a 
daughter with her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law with her mother-in- 
law; and a man’s enemies will be those 
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of his own household” (Matt., x. 34 
36). 

Fifty years ago, certain French 
clerics stirred up a tempest about 
“Americanism.” They claimed that we 
American Catholics were sacrificing the 
essentials of Catholicism in order to 
win the good will of our Protestant 
friends. That was definitely untrue. 
Men like Archbishop Ireland showed 
that this phantom heresy existed only 
in the minds of Europeans and not on 
American shores. Thomas Sugrue, of 
course, in his lectures and writings, 
maintains we have succumbed to the 
temptation of “Americanism.” But he 
says we have taken on the worst fea- 
tures of the American scene and the 
American character. In “A Catholic 
Speaks His Mind” this aberrant Catho- 
lic claims we have become so organized 
that we have drowned out any possi- 
bility of real spirituality in the Church. 
“Catholicism in the United States,” he 
says, “is totally non-mystical. It is 
booming, aggressive, materialistic, so- 
cially ambitious, and inclined to use its 
membership as a pressure 
group, threatening anyone who so much 
as criticizes the way it ties its shoe- 
laces.” 


paranoid 


So we have two opinions: Co- 
nant saying that we are not American 
enough and Sugrue claiming we are too 
American. 


THE FOUNDING FATHERS 
VERSUS MODERN SECULARISTS 


The fact is that we have to be ag- 
gressive and somewhat bumptious in 
stating our difference of opinion. To 
give the rest of Americans the impres- 
sion that we share their notions about 
religion and morality would be a de- 
nial of the faith. We cannot be silent. 
We could and did accept the assump- 
tions behind democracy as outlined by 
the Founding Fathers, but we cannot 


possibly reconcile ourselves to the 
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democracy that is preached and pub- 
lished in our universities and the Press. 
The early Americans presumed that 
the Constitution would be synchronized 
with the religion and morality of the 
American people. They gave large 
liberties in the Constitution because 
they knew that Americans would gov- 
ern themselves in some measure by the 
restraints of the absolute moral law. 

Not so, however, with those who talk 
of “democracy” to-day. These demo- 
crats believe in no absolute moral law. 
In fact, they presume that any custom 
or belief can be swept away by the 
sovereign will of the American people. 
Nothing must stand in the way of 
American democracy, certainly not out- 
moded moral customs derived from 
medieval, metaphysical notions. This 
is the era of the physical sciences, and 
these democrats look forward to man’s 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven 
in this world. Time marches on, so 
they say, and all is in a state of flux; 
science knows no absolutes, only evolu- 
tion and change. 

We American Catholics are “divi- 
sive” also because we have firm opin- 
ions. We are sure of our convictions. 
But the Conant “democrats’”—and that 
includes men like the late Judge 
Learned Hand—say that the safety of 
a democracy is imperilled by any man 
who is sure of his convictions. Mental 
certitude, they say, breeds intolerance 
and pressure and persecution. Jacques 
Maritain, in a recent article entitled 
“Western Civilization and Religious 
Faith” (published in the Journal of 
Arts and Letters), shows how Pilate 
was the precursor of this type “democ- 
racy” because he was unsure of himself 
and so let the people decide. Certainly 
any reasonable man would insist that 
Pilate should not have been so “demo- 
cratic’: he should have had a very defi- 
nite opinion about Christ’s guilt or in- 


- solved by a show of hands. 


nocence, and he should not have 
allowed the people to sway him in the 
slightest degree. Mutual tolerance, the 
life-blood of genuine democracy, can- 
not be based on lack of knowledge re- 
There is 
real tolerance, according to Maritain, 
only when a man is firmly convinced 
of the truth and at the same time recog- 
nizes the right of others to contradict 
him—not because they are wrong 
but because they are entitled to re- 
spect as persons. Recently I heard of 
a woman who has claustrophobia, and 
who thinks it is due to the fact that in 
a previous incarnation she was a bat 
flying frantically in a cave from which 
she could not emerge. In a democracy 
we would listen to such a person, but 
we would have a very definite opinion 
about her “batty” notion. 


CATHOLICS FUNDAMENTALLY 
OPPOSED TO SECULARISM 


We American Catholics are “divi- 
sive” because we take violent issue with 
the fundamental postulate of secular 
“democracy.” Men like Conant have 
faith only in Science and its ability to 
direct men to the possession of this 
world. Our fundamental belief is in 
the life to come. That is the last 
phrase of the Apostles’ Creed but the 
very foundation stone of Christianity. 
The secularists claim there is only this 
world, the world of experimentally 
verifiable truth, and we claim the next 
world is the real world. On that point 
we and a multitude of Americans are 
inexorably divided. 

Our interest in the life to come ex- 
presses itself most picturesquely in our 
‘oncern about death. We are not ghoul- 
ish in that interest but very matter-of- 
fact. Death is the beginning of our 
real life, and we are anxious to be pre- 
pared for it. 

The age-old Christian attitude to- 
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wards death is summed up in the First 
Book, Chapter XXIII, of the “Imita- 
tion of Christ.”” “When it is morning, 
think that you will not live until even- 
ing; and when evening comes, dare not 


promise yourself the next morning. Be. 


therefore always ready; and live in 
such a way that death may never find 
you unprepared” (vv. 17-18). 

On the morning of July 14, Eileen 
Fahey, a stenographer-bookkeeper, was 
shot down by a psychoneurotic in the 
office of the American Physical So- 
ciety on the Columbia University 
Campus. She had been reading a 
letter from her sweetheart in Korea 
when the madman suddenly appeared, 
poured bullet after bullet into her body 
—and all because the Society had re- 
jected his manuscript on physics. Or, 
consider another instance. Samuel Lon- 
don, a Talmudic student, was passing 
through McCarren Park in Brooklyn 
on the night of June 27. Hiding in the 
bushes were delinquents, Donald Fer- 
rick and Edward Baldwin. The latter 
scornfully called Ferrick “chicken” 
and, to prove his “nerve,” Ferrick raised 
a borrowed rifle and aimed at the first 
moving target he saw. In both of these 
cases, that of the 18-year old Catholic 
girl and the 23-year old Jewish scholar, 
death came without warning. 


VIEWPOINTS OF CATHOLICS AND 
HUMANITARIAN LIBERALS 


The humanitarian liberal and the 
Catholic would read these two items 
from entirely different mental view- 
points. The former would see an ele- 
ment of pathos in these cases, but he 
would say that death had closed the 
case in each instance. The Catholic 
would say the case was just beginning, 
and indeed he would make a very per- 
sonal application: am I ready if I 
should be struck down without a word 
of warning? 
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W. H. Hudson, the author of “Green 
Mansions,” tells of an incident in his 
early life in South America. The 
family dog had died and was buried in 
a grave. The schoolmaster addressed 
the boys assembled at the grave: 
“That’s the end. Every dog has his 
day, and so has every man, and the 
end is the same for both. We die like 
old Cesar (the dog) and are put into 
the ground and have the earth shoveled 
over us.” Crude, but it represents the 
viewpoint of the humanitarian who sees 
this life as the only life. 

Yet, I think many Catholics could 
afford to be much more “divisive” in 
their attitude to death. Like many of 
their fellow-citizens, they are afraid to 
think of death. Ostrich-like, they bury 
their heads in the sand. It is perfectly 
understandable that a Catholic child 
might be oblivious of the inevitability 
of death. I have given retreats to 
young people, and, whenever I men- 
tioned death, a blank look came over 
their faces: I might as well have been 
talking about Calculus. When one is 
young, he feels eternal: he sees infinite 
possibilities for the future; he is too 
much impressed by the glamor of the 
world to notice the lengthening sha- 
dows. 

But is is hard to understand why an 
adult Catholic should avoid the thought 
of death, unless he is an imbecile. He 
cannot, in this era of anxiety, see much 
glamor in our world. He remembers 
the glow of bright cheery hopefulness 
at the beginning of this century, and 
how it was dashed to pieces by the 
First World War. He remembers the 
idealistic enthusiasm of the soldiers on 
their way to France to “make the world 
safe for democracy,” the happy talk 
about the era of the “common man” in 
the thirties, the restrained but sincere 
patriotism of the soldiers of the Last 
War. But to-day he is disillusioned, 
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disenchanted. Blunders and crimes 
have cast dark shadows over this 
“earth that could have been so fair.” 
As Thomas Wolfe has it in “Of Time 
and the River”: “All passes: nothing 
lasts: the moment that we put our 
hand upon it, it melts away like smoke, 
is gone forever, and the snake is eating 
at our heart again.” 


PRICELESS SOCIAL BENEFIT 
OF CATHOLICS 


Now if ever, a Catholic, aware of the 
joy that he has been redeemed, is also 
pitifully aware that he has not here a 
lasting city. He has no reason to fear 
if he has lived a good life. He knows 
that death does not mean individual 
extinction or impersonal survival. He 
is not faced with a road that is lonely 
and unlighted as in the case of those 
who believe that death is the Great Un- 
known. 

As Emmanuel Mounier wrote: 
to keep the Christian line of vision, 
we must periodically listen to those 


“ 


violent prophets who are so acutely 
aware of the razor-edge of doctrine, 
the straitness of the way, the mysteries 
of truth, the clearness of the call and 
the character of dramatic imminence 
which invests the work of God, death, 
sin, and judgment at every moment of 
time” (quoted in Cross Currents, Fall, 
1950, p. 71). 

Are American Catholics “divisive’’? 
In our conduct in the community, we 
are or should be the kindest of men and 
the best citizens. But in our advocacy 
of what is right and true and good, we 
bring to our fellows, as Cardinal Suhard 
expressed it, the priceless benefit of 
worrying them. We are forever dis- 
turbing the calm of false consciences, 
eternally shattering false peace and 
bringing true peace by demanding obe- 
dience to the laws of God. Above all, 
we warn our American colleagues not 
to labor for the meat that perishes but 
for the Kingdom of God, and to stand 
always ready for the judgment, for 
death comes like a thief in the night. 
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The Beeswax Candle of the 
Liturgy 


“Tum ad cultum et ornatum, tum ad mysticum sensum.” 


By FRANCIS B. DONNELLY, S.T.L., J.C.D. 


= BURNING light of the Roman 
Liturgy is used to give worship to God, 
to add adornment and splendor to the 
ceremony, and to express mystically to 
the worshipper a hidden spiritual mean- 
ing. Thus states the Ceremoniale 
Episcoporum, in the words quoted above 
(Lib I, cap. xii, n. 17). The liturgical 
light burns as a ritual act, as an in- 
tegral part of the ceremony which it 
enhances. 

For this reason the Church has 
created the office of acolyte as a special 
ininistry for the discharge of distinctive 
liturgical functions attached thereto. 
The acolyte is the proper minister of 
the altar, who lights up the lights of 
the chureh and carries the candle, as 
well as offers the wine and water, at the 
altar. 

“Acolythum etenim oportet cero- 
ferarium ferre; luminaria Ecclesize 
accendere; vinum et aquam = ad 
Kucharistiam ministrare’  (Pontifi- 
cale Romanum: De Ordinatione 
Acolythorum). 


He is raised to this office by receiving 
from the ordaining prelate, as an in- 
strument thereof, the lighted candle. 


“Accipite ceroferarium cum cereo, 
et sciatis vos ad accendenda Ecclesiz 
luminaria mancipari, in nomine Do- 
mini.” 

The acolyte’s light-giving roéle_ be- 
comes the dominant theme of his or- 
dination ceremony: he must give light 
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by his own life and thereby be faithful 
to his outward office. Thus is he ex- 
horted and thus does the ordaining prel- 
ate pray: 


“Estote igitur solliciti in omni 
justitia, bonitate, et veritate, ut et 
vos, et alios, et Dei Ecclesiam illumi- 
netis. quatenus lumen visible 
manibus preferentes, lumen quoque 
spirituale moribus prebeant. . . .” 


The sacredness attached to the 
lighted candle by the Church can also 
be seen in its blessing and use as a 
sacramental. One such blessing is that 
of Candlemas Day, when the candles 
are blessed, not only for use in the pro- 
cession, but also for any subsequent 
need: 


. ut has candelas ad usus hom- 
inum, et sanitatem corporum et ani- 
marum, sive in terris, sive in aquis. 


The Ritual provides another blessing 
of candles for administration at any 
time as protection against evil spirits— 
for example, for the dying, or for use in 
time of temptation or sudden anger: 


“. . ut quibuscumque locis ac- 
cense, sive posite fuerint, discedant 
principes tenebrarum, et contremis- 
‘ant, et fugiant pavidi cum omnibus 
ministris suis ab habitationibus illis, 
nec presumant amplius inquietare 
aut molestare servientes tibi omni- 
potenti Deo... .” 





THE BEESWAX CANDLE OF THE LITURGY 





A candle blessed as a sacramental, when 
lighted, produces the effects intended 
by the Church ex opere operantis Kc- 
clesiz, that is, through her intercession 
(Canon 1144). 

Mindful, therefore, of the marked at- 
tention and special purpose given to 
the lighted candle liturgically, let us 
examine more closely why the Church 
uses it as a mode of spiritual expression, 
so that her ordinances in its regard may 
be seen in their proper setting. The 
lighted candle has a defined purpose to 
achieve. It does that best by being 
what the Church decrees it should be. 


KEY TO THE MEANING OF THE 
LIGHTED CANDLE 


The key to the meaning of the lighted 
candle is found in the liturgy of the 
Paschal Vigil or Holy Saturday. The 
Paschal candle is made and proclaimed 
the symbol of Christ Risen. From that 
source all the lights of the church are 
lighted. The symbolism is clear. Every 
light in the church burns as the lumen 
Christi, derived from a single source, 
the blessed new fire. 

The theme of the lighted candle as the 
lumen Christi stands out clearly in the 
whole ritual of the lucernartwm—that 
is, the blessing of new fire and the light- 
ing and praise of the Paschal candle. 
The Missal enjoins that in the beginning 
all the lights in the church be extin- 
guished, “ut de igne benedicto post- 
modum accendantur.” Meanwhile, a 
new fire is ignited and blessed, which is 
intended to signify the warmth and 
light given to the soul from above: 


“Domine Deus, Pater omnipotens, 
lumen indeficiens, qui es conditor 
omnium luminum:  benedic hoe 
lumen, quod a te sanctificatum, atque 
benedictum est, qui illuminasti om- 
nem mundum: ut ab eo lumine ac- 
cendamur, atque illuminemur igne 
claritatis tue: et sicut illuminasti 
Moysen exeuntem de Acgypto, ita 


illumines corda, et sensus nostros; ut 

ad vitam et lucem xternam pervenire 

mereamur. 

“Veniat, quasumus, omnipotens 
Deus, super hoc incensum larga tuze 
benedictionis infusio: et hune noctur- 
num splendorem invisibilis regenera- 
tor accende; ut non solum sacrificium, 
quod hae nocte litatum est, arcana 
luminis tui admixtione refulgeat; sed 
in quocumque loco ex hujus sancti- 
ficationis mysterio aliquid fuerit de- 
portatum, expulsa diabolice fraudis 
nequitia, virtus tue majestatis as- 
sistat.”’ 

With this blessing concluded, a pro- 
cession with a light from the newly en- 
kindled fire goes to the altar. On the 
way the deacon lights the three candles 
of the branched reed from the new light, 
each time with the acclaim: Lwmen 
Christi. 

It is this light, symbolic of Christ, 
which the deacon then honors and cele- 
brates in his paschale przeconium, the 
‘“Exsultet.” 


“Gaudeat et tellus tantis irradiata 
fulgoribus: et «terni Regis splendore 
illustrata, totius orbis sentiat amisisse 
caliginem. Letetur et mater Ec- 
clesia, tanti luminis adornata fulgori- 
bus: et magnis populorum vocibus 
heee aula resultet. Quapropter astan- 
tes vos, fratres carissimi, ad tam 
miram hujus sancti luminis clarita- 
tem, una mecum, queso, Dei omni- 
potentis miscericordiam invocate.” 


After a fitting introduction in this 
vein, the deacon thereupon sings of the 
{edemption as an outpouring of light. 


“Nihil enim nobis nasci profuit, 
nisi redimi profuisset. O mira circa 
nos tus pietatis dignatio! O inestim- 
abilis dilectio caritatis: ut servum 
redimeres, Filium tradidisti! ... Hee 
nox est, de qua seriptum est: Et nox 
sicut dies illuminabitur: et nox illu- 
minatio mea in deliciis meis.” 


SOLEMN OFFERING OF 
THE PASCHAL CANDLE 


The very core of the ceremony then 
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follows—the solemn offering of the 
Paschal candle. Inserting into it 


blessed grains of incense, as symbols of 
that offering, the deacon sings: 

“In hujus igitur noctis gratia, sus- 
cipe, sancte Pater, incensi hujus sacri- 
ficlum vespertinum: quod tibi in hac 
Cerei oblatione solemni, per ministro- 
rum manus de operibus apum, sacro- 
sancta reddit Ecclesia. Sed jam 
columnz hujus preconia novimus, 
quam in honorem Dei rutilans ignis 
accendit. (Hic Diaconus accendit 
Cereum.) 

“Qui licet sit divisus in partes, 
mutuati tamen luminis detrimenta 
non novit. Alitur enim liquantibus 
cereis, quas in substantiam pretiose 
hujus lampadis apis mater eduxit. 
(Hic accenduntur lampades.) 

‘“... Oramus ergo te, Domine, ut 
Cereus iste in honorem tui nominis 
consecratus, ad noctis hujus calignem 
destruendam, indeficiens perseveret.”’ 


The Paschal candle thus becomes a 
symbol of the unceasing and indestruc- 
tible redeeming power of Christ. It 
stands within the sanctuary throughout 
the whole Paschal season, to be lighted 
as a sign of His new life, and is ex- 
tinguished finally only when the Gospel 
of the Ascension recounts His departure 
from earth and return to heaven. 

This symbolism of the Paschal candle 
stands out even more clearly in the 
newly restored vigil, the celebration of 
which on the evening of Holy Saturday 
has been sanctioned temporarily by the 
Holy See.! According to the new cere- 
monial, the Paschal candle is prepared 
for solemn offering by the engraving 
upon it of the figure of a cross; above 
and below the cross the letters, Alpha 
and Omega, are imprinted, and in its 
four sections the current year in Arabic 
numerals. Meanwhile, the following is 
recited by the celebrant: 

* Acta Apostolice Sedis, XLIII, pp. 128— 
137, XLIV, pp. 48-63; THe HomILetic ann 


PastoraL Review, LI, pp. 738-741, LII, pp. 
649-652. 
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“Christus heri et hodie: Prineipium 
et Finis: Alpha et Omega: Ipsius sunt 
tempora et s#cula: Ipsi gloria et 
Hnperlum per universa eternitatis 
secula. Amen.” 

Then, while placing the grains of in- 
cense in the candle, the celebrant con- 
tinues: 

“Per sua sancta vulnera gloriosa 
custodiat et conservet nos Christus 
Dominus. Amen.” 

Immediately the deacon lights the Pas- 
chal candle from the new fire, with these 
words: 

“Lumen Christi gloriose resurgen- 
tis: Dissipet tenebras cordis et men- 
tis.” 

Clearly the Paschal candle thus pre- 
pared and lighted symbolizes the Risen 
Christ. 


SOLEMN PROCESSION OF 
PASCHAL CANDLE 


The entire preceding ceremony is to 
take place at the door of the church, or 
even on the inside within view of the 
faithful. All the lights of the church 
remain extinguished, so that during the 
“Exsultet” they may be lighted from 
the Paschal candle. The latter, after 
being lighted at the door of the church, 
is carried in procession and becomes the 
source of illumination, first, of the 
candle carried by the celebrant, then of 
the candles held by the clergy, finally 
of those of the faithful. At each sepa- 
rate lighting, the deacon chants the 
acclaim: Lumen Christi. Upon en- 
trance of the procession into the sanc- 
tuary, the Paschal candle is placed on 
its stand in the middle, within full view 
of all. The deacon chants the “Ex- 
sultet” before it; the lectors recite the 
lessons there; the new ceremony of re- 
newing baptismal vows begins with the 
incensing of the Paschal candle. Only 
when the Mass is to begin is the Paschal 
candle moved to the Gospel side where 
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we are accustomed to see it. No com- 
ment is necessary to bring out the sig- 
nificance of the entire vigil service. 

The lesson taught by both forms of 
the Paschal Vigil is that the lighted 
Paschal candle burns as a symbol of 
Christ, and that every light in the 
church, derived from this single source, 
the lumen Christi, expresses the re- 
demption of man by Christ. The 
lighted candle symbolizes Him as the 
light of lights, the true light which en- 
lightens every man (Missale Roma- 
num: In Purificatione B. Marie V.). 
It symbolizes His resurrection to a new 
life (“Exsultet’”’). It symbolizes the 
immolation of His sacrifice (“visibilis 
materie destructio”).* It symbolizes 
His dominance over the powers of dark- 
ness (Rituale Romanum: Benedictio 
vandelarum). It symbolizes the new 
and eternal life He bestows through 
baptism (“Accipe lampadem ardentem 
...; in Rituale Romanum: Ordo bap- 
tismi). Durandus* and many litur- 
gists since his time have elaborated the 
symbolism further, as to the candle it- 
self: the wick signifies the soul of 
Christ ; the wax His body; the flame His 
divinity. These refinements of the idea 
are absent as such from the Liturgy, 
but the basic truth that Christ is sym- 
bolized by the candle as a whole, is 
clearly and unhesitantly proclaimed. 


WHY BEESWAX IS USED IN 
LITURGICAL CANDLE 


The requirement of beeswax for the 
liturgical candle can be readily under- 
stood against this background of its 
appointed symbolism. From early 
Christian ages the bee was taken to be 
a symbol of the Virgin Mary, because 
it was thought to beget its offspring 
physical congress. 


always without 


2S RC. Deer. die 13 martii 1942 in Acta 
Apostolice Sedis, XXXIV, 112. 

8 Rationale Divinorum Officiorum, Lib. VI, 
c. Ixx, n. 6. 


Thus does the Leonine form of the “Ex- 
sultet” declare: 


“QO vere beata et mirabilis Apis 
cujus nec sexum masculi violant, 
fetus non quassant, nec filii des- 
truunt castitatem: sicut sancta con- 
cepit Virgo Maria, Virgo peperit, 
Virgo permansit.’” 

Still older versions of the ‘“Exsultet’’ 
develop the theme of the bee’s virginity 
at considerable length.5 Actually the 
queen bee is impregnated, but the 
worker bees (the undeveloped female 
bees of the colony, which secrete its 
wax) can and do sometimes produce 
male offspring without impregnation. 


“Modern scientific investigation, 
through its discoveries about the na- 
ture and function of the queen bee, 
has proven the old theories of propa- 
gation false, but at the same time it 
has firmly established the virginity 
of the worker bees which produce the 
wax—and it is on this latter that the 
symbolism of the wax used in candles 
is founded: the wax is the symbol, 
not the bee. In fact, far from void- 
ing this symbolism, modern science 
has established for it an even firmer 
and more legitimate foundation. .. . 
Modern science, however, has proven 
that worker bees are female, unde- 
veloped and incapable of mating. 
The fully developed female which 
alone is capable of mating with the 
drone and does so mate, is the queen. 
The female character of the worker 
is established by the phenomenon of 
the laying worker, a recognized ex- 
ample of parthenogenesis. If a 
colony of bees becomes hopelessly 
queenless, some of the workers, even 
though incapable of mating, begin to 
lay eggs. These unfertilized eggs, 
however, produce only drones.’ 





* Liber Sacramentorum Romane Ecclesie, 
edited by H. A. Wilson (Oxford, 1894), pp. 
80-81. : 

*Cfr. the Vetus Itala of the Exsultet in 
Journal of Theological Studies, X1, p. 49; the 
the Exsultet of Bari in Duchesne, “Christian 
Worship” (5th edition, 1931), p. 538. 

*“Why Liturgical Candles Are Made of 
Beeswax,” article in “Gleanings in Bee Cul- 
ture” (December, 1937), written by H. H. 
Root from material supplied by the Reverend 
John Daskiewicz, C.SS.R. 
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For this reason the wax of bees is the 
fitting material for candles, as a pure 
and perfect replica of Christ. 

The present liturgy no longer makes 
explicit reference to the parallelism be- 
tween the bee and its wax and Mary 
and Christ, but there seem to be slight 
allusions to the traditional idea in at 
least two places. A passage of the pres- 
ent “Exsultet,” already quoted, speaks 
of the wax as having come from the 
mother bee: “apis mater eduxit.” Pos- 
sibly this suggests a comparison with 
Mary. More significantly, in her bless- 
ing of bees and their aviaries, the 
Church prays that the fruits thereof be 
directed to the glory of the Trinity and 
Mary: 

“ . . ita ut fructus ex eis proveni- 
entes ad laudem tuam, Filii et Spiritus 
Sancti, beatissime Virginis Marie 
dispensentur.”’ 

The honoring of Mary, with the Divine 
Persons, indicates a particular connec- 
tion on her part with the bees and the 
wax they produce. 


PRECEPTS OF THE 
LITURGICAL LAW 


It can be stated, as a general princi- 
ple of liturgical law, that beeswax is 
the main and primary material to be 
used for the lights the Liturgy requires, 
though in a few instances the use of 
olive oil is sanctioned because it better 
serves the particular purpose.* In a re- 
cent decree the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites speaks of “the traditional law re- 
garding the use of beeswax and olive 
oil.’ 

Wernz-Vidal state the matter as fol- 
lows: “Ad quem finem (ut cultus di- 
vinus majore solemnitate celebraretur) 
Ecclesia potissimum duplici materia usa 


7 Ephemerides Liturgice, XXII. 10-11; 
Baruffaldo, “Ad Rituale Romanum Commen- 
taria,” tit. I, p. 236 (Florentie, 1847). 

® Acta Apostolice Sedis, XXXIV, 112. 
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est scl. cera apum et oleo olivarum. A 
qua praxi usque ad nostram ztatem ob 
inysticas et symbolicas significationes 
aliasque rationes regulariter non reces- 
sit ideoque in suo cultu ordinarie tantum 
admittunt candelas ex pura et alba cera 
apum confectas et lampades_ oleo 
olivarum nutritas.’” 

The particular requirements in this 
matter are set forth in the liturgical 
books: 

Sacrifice of the Mass—The consum- 
ing of wax is a perfect image of the 
sacrifice of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Therefore, the burning of wax candles 
is a strict requirement for Mass. Their 
absence from the altar is a serious de- 
fect, listed in the Missal with that of 
celebrating Mass in an unblessed or un- 
approved place or upon an altar that is 
not consecrated or lacks the three 
cloths. 


“Possunt etiam defectus occurrere 
in ministerio ipso, si aliquid ex re- 
quisitis ad illud desit: . . . . si non 
adsint luminaria cerea .. .” (De de- 
fectibus in celebratione Missarum oe- 
currentibus). 

The Ceremoniale Episcoporum re- 
quires that there be white wax candles 
on the six candelabra of the altar: 
“super illis cerei albi” (lib. I, ¢. xii, n. 
11). The obligation of wax candles for 
the celebration of Holy Mass is restated 
in quite an unexpected place. The ora- 
tion of the Ritual blessing for bees and 
their aviaries notes this sacred use of 
beeswax: 


“Domine Deus omnipotens, 
quique jussisti per ministros sacro- 
sancte Ecclesia cereos ex operibus 
apum eductos in templo, dum sacrum 
peragitur ministerium, in quo confici- 
tur et sumitur sacrosanctum Corpus 
et Sanguis Jesu Christi Filii tui, 
accendi: ws 


Administration of the Sacraments. 


*Wernz-Vidal, Jus Canonicum, IV. n. 439. 
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The Roman Ritual contains the follow- 
ing regulations: for Baptism: “Cereus 
seu candela cerea baptizato ardens 
tradenda” (tit. II, c. i, n. 65); for Holy 
Communion: “ . procedit ad Altare 
. et, accensis cereis, facta prius 
genuflexione in plano. . .” (tit. IV, c. 
ii, n. 1); for Extreme Unction: “ceream 
item candelam que deinde accensa ipsi 
ungentilumen prebeat” (tit. V,c. 11, n. 1). 
Cult of the Blessed Sacrament.—Dur- 
ing reservation: “Coram eo una saltem 
lampas diu noctuque continenter luceat, 
nutrienda oleo olivarum vel cera apum 
.” (Rit. Rom., tit. IV, e. 1, n. 6; 
Canon 1271) ; a composition of the same 
two materials will also satisfy the law 
(D. 4205). During the procession on 
Corpus Christi, “Omnes procedunt nudo 
capite, accensos cereos gestantes . 7 
(Rit. Rom., tit. IX, e. v, n. 4); a pastor 
bearing the Blessed Sacrament publicly 
to the sick should be accompanied by 
the faithful, “. . . qui sacram Eucha- 


ristiam cum cereis, seu intorticiis 
comitentur . . .” (Rit. Rom., tit. IV, ec. 
iv, n. 10). The liturgical books have 


nothing about exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament as such. Nevertheless, the 
necessity of wax candles on this occa- 
sion is evident from D. 3173 of tlie Con- 
gregation of Rites, which denied permis- 
sion, even by way of indult, to substi- 
tute in their place lights of oil for per- 
petual exposition. 

Burial of the Dead.—During funeral 
services: “Cum autem antiquissimi 
ritus ecclesiastici sit, cereos accensos in 
exsequiis et funeribus deferre, caveant 

. ne ejusmodi ritus omittatur... .” 
(Rit Rom., tit. VI, c¢.i,n. 10). The wax 
of these candles is to be unbleached, as 
a symbol of sorrow (Ceremoniale Epi- 
scoporum, lib. TT, ¢. x, nn. 2, 4; ¢. xi, nn. 
1,7). During the blessing of a ceme- 
tery, the Ritual requires “tres candelas 
cereas” (Rit. Rom., tit. VIII, ec. xxix, n. 
2), which are lighted at the beginning 


and affixed at the end of the ceremony 
to the extremities of the cross erected 
for the occasion. 

Solemn Blessing of Candles.—The 
Paschal candle is given the proper name 
of “Cereus” repeatedly during its bless- 
ing, and its production from bees is 
stressed: “de operibus apum 
mater eduxit.” In the 
blessing we read: “. 


. apis 
Candelemas 
. et Jussu tuo per 
opera apum, hune liquorem ad perfec- 
tionem cerei venire fecisti . 
hoe cereos” (orations). 


. super 


USE OF SUBSTITUTE MATERIALS 
IS SEVERELY RESTRICTED 


The Sacred Congregation of Rites 
has held resolutely to the principle that 
ordinarily substitutes for beeswax and 
olive oil are not allowed. Candles made 
from stearine or other material resem- 
bling wax have been completely forbid- 
den, even when used merely as extras 
over the required number.’ Tallow 
-andles were condemned as an abuse, 
even though the plea was made that 
wax candles were costly and _ the 
churches in question were poor.'! It is 
interesting to note that the problem in 
the case concerned the Diocese of 
Charlestown. As previously noted, the 
expense of wax candles for perpetual 
exposition was deemed not to justify 
the use of oil lights instead.1* In more 
modern times, the Congregation has 
banned the use of electric lights in place 
of either beeswax candles or lamps of 
olive oil. 

Only in cases of impossibility or ex- 
treme difficulty, has the substitution of 
material other than beeswax and olive 
oil been approved. For example, some 
missionaries were given permission to 
use candles made from spermaceti or 
whale-tallow on the condition that wax 

© DD. 2865, 3376 ad 3, 4257 ad 5. 

*D. 3063. 


DZD. 3173. 
* DD. 4206, 4322. 
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candles and even ordinary oil were un- 
obtainable.'* Dvring the recent World 
War, Ordinaries were empowered, wher- 
ever olive oil or beeswax candles could 
not be had or procured only at consider- 
able inconvenience or expense, to sanc- 
tion a reduction of the number of 
candles to be burned and, if this was not 
enough, the substitution of the required 
number of lights in another form, even 
that of electric light ; furthermore, vege- 
table oil, and even electricity, could be 
allowed before the Blessed Sacrament.'® 
Even now, though beeswax and olive oil 
are again available, an Ordinary may, 
wherever their price is excessively 
high, make the same provision for the 
sanctuary lamp and allow the burning 
merely of four wax candles during 
chanted Masses and exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament together with candles 
of other material up to the number re- 
quired.’ Apart from such extraordi- 
nary circumstances, the Congregation 
of Rites has consistently held to the 
traditional requirement of beeswax and 
olive oil for liturgical usage, such as the 
liturgical books ordain. 


REQUIRED BEESWAX CONTENT 
OF LITURGICAL CANDLES 


Supposing the clear injunction of 
beeswax candles in the specific instances 
enumerated above, and the consequent 
prohibition of candles made from other 
material, the question properly follows: 
must the candles required be fully bees- 
wax, or will candles composed of bees- 
wax and other material conform to the 
rubrics? 

This question was discussed in the 
pages of the authoritative Roman peri- 
odical, the Ephemerides Liturgice, 
shortly before the issuance of the De- 
cree of the Sacred Congregation of Rites 


“TD. 2985. — 
* Acta Apostolice Sedis, XXXTV, 112. 
%* Acta Apostolicwe Sedis, XLI, 476-477. 
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of December 14, 1904 (D. 4147). The 
fact that candles sold as beeswax had 
been shown in tests to have only a 
partial, and in some instances a rela- 
tively small, beeswax content appears 
to have aroused some anxiety in certain 
quarters about the fulfillment of liturgi- 
cal law. The editors of the periodical 
showed favor to the view that the law 
would be satisfied if at least a notable 
part of the candle was beeswax. They 
printed for their readers a brief sub- 
mitted to the Congregation of Rites by 
one of its consultors in favor of that 
thesis, and thereafter offered a rebuttal 
in its defense, even though the argu- 
ments on the other side had not been 
brought to the readers.!* 

The view of partial beeswax was 
argued as follows. The symbolism in- 
tended would be preserved and the litur- 
gical prayers would attain their an- 
nounced effect, if candles were beeswax 
in part. The part could be taken as the 
whole. It was pointed out that, in a 
similar fashion, a linen cloth was ac- 
cepted by the Ritual in place of a 
baptismal robe, the cutting of some 
hairs was regarded as equivalent to a 
tonsure, a breviary might be used in- 
stead of the Book of Epistles in the 
ordination of lectors. On the other 
hand, from a practical point of view, it 
would be most difficult to control the 
manufacture of candles and thus be 
certain that only pure beeswax was 
made available. For these reasons, and 
because the Congregation of Rites had 
by its silence on the question already 
permitted the widespread use of partial 
beeswax candles, it was held that the 
latter were a sufficient, if not the opti- 
mum, fulfillment of liturgical law. 

This is the immediate background, at 
least in part, of D. 4147, which reads as 
follows: 


* Ephemerides Liturgicw, XV, 


XVI, 194-205. 


379-388, 
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PLURIUM DIOECESIUM 

Nonnulli Sacrorum Antistites a 
Sacrorum Rituum Congregatione 
semel atque iterum reverenter postu- 
larunt: “An attenta magna difficul- 
tate, vel veram ceram apum habendi, 
vel indebitas cum alia cera commix- 
tiones eliminandi, candele super Al- 
taribus ponende, omnino et integre 
ex cera apum esse debeant; an vero 
esse possint cum alia materia seu 
vegetali seu animali commixtze?” 

Et Sacra Rituum Congregatio, in 
Ordinario Coetu, die 29 Novembris, 
hoe vertente anno, in Vaticanum 
coadunato, omnibus perpensis, una 
cum suffragio Commissionis Litur- 
gice, anteacta Decreta mitigando, 
rescribere rata est: Attenta asserta 
difficultate, negative ad primam par- 
tem: affirmative ad secundam, et ad 
mentem. Mens est, ut Episcopi pro 
viribus curent, ut cereus paschalis, 
cereus in aqua baptismali immergen- 
dus, et dusze candelz in Missis accen- 
dende sint ex cera apum saltem in 
maxima parte; aliarum vero candela- 
rum, que supra Altaribus ponende 
sunt, materia in majori vel notabili 
quantitate ex eadem cera sit oportet. 
Qua in re parochi aliique rectores Ee- 
clesiarum et Oratoriorum tuto stare 
poterunt normis a respectivis Ordi- 
nariis traditis, nec privati Sacerdotes, 
Missam celebraturi, de qualitate 
-andelarum anxie inquirere tenentur. 

Atque ita rescripsit, die 14 Decem- 
bris 1904. 

Preceding decisions are herein miti- 
gated. However, it is immediately ob- 
vious from both the: wording of the 
query and of the response itself—‘‘an 
attenta etiam magna difficultate”: “At- 
tenta asserta difficultate’”’—that the con- 
cession thus made was predicated on 
the difficulty described, that is, of pro- 
curing pure beeswax candles and avoid- 
ing improper substitutes of only partial 
beeswax. The Congregation recognized 
such difficulty as a possible fact and 
limited its concession to that situation. 
[It was not, as the consultor of the Con- 
gregation had previously argued, that 
because of the difficulty in general of 





obtaining candles of pure beeswax it 
was always lawful to use instead partial 
beeswax candles. The use of the latter 
is made to depend on the circumstance 
alleged. As a subsequent issue of the 
Ephemerides Liturgice stated, in an- 
swer to the query of a correspondent: 
“Sacrum Tribunal attenta difficultate 
adhibendi candelas omnino integre ex 
cera apum indulget ut candele adhi- 
beantur cum alia materia.’’!® 


AUTHORITY OF ORDINARY TO 
DETERMINE BEESWAX CONTENT 


Having sanctioned the use of partly 
beeswax candles in certain circum- 
stances, the Congregation proceeded to 
give further directions for practice. The 
exact amount of beeswax content could 
be fixed by the local Ordinary. The 
clergy purchasing candles had only to 
observe the norms issued, and celebrants 
of Mass were told not to concern them- 
selves with the content of the candles 
being used. Clearly, the ultimate re- 
sponsibilty was vested in the bishop of 
the diocese. He was authorized to 
certify the practical difficulty of obtain- 
ing pure beeswax and at the same time 
to determine the beeswax content that 
would suffice. In other words, he was 
to determine how the liturgical law was 
to apply. However, his authority in 
this regard, as set forth in the supple- 
mental “ad mentem,” is not arbitrary 
but predicated on the objective fact of 
difficulty in observing the law. 

Records of the Department of Agri- 
culture at Washington indicate an 
annual beeswax yield of over 4,000,000 
Ibs. in the United States. Department 
of Commerce records show annual im- 
ports averaging 4,086,700 lbs. over a 
20-year period. Although there is no 
source of reliable information concern- 
ing the extent of the world crop, esti- 
mates have been made which place the 


"18 Vol. X XI, 668. 
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world’s production at 38,000,000 lbs. 
Beeswax has a broad variety of usages. 
The cosmetic, drug, textile and church 
‘andle industry are the more important 
consumers of the product. The price 
of pure beeswax has risen during the 
last decade and somewhat follows the 
price curve of other agricultural prod- 
Its price is subject to the laws of 
At the present 
time there is no danger of a shortage in 
the supply of the material, and it should 
continue to be available in large quan- 


ucts. 
supply and demand. 


tities for liturgical use. 

Certainly, at the present time, there 
is no shortage of beeswax in the United 
States, whatever the situation may be 
in other countries. The established 
candle companies have pure beeswax 
candles for sale, and at a cost that is 
only fifteen per cent over the price for 
sixty-per-cent beeswax candles and 
about twenty per cent over the cost of 
candles of fifty-one-per-cent beeswax. 
However, the disadvantage of higher 
cost is only apparent. Separate com- 
parative tests show that, under the 
same conditions, partial beeswax 
candles will burn twenty to twenty-five 
per cent more rapidly than a candle of 
pure beeswax.'® It can be said in gen- 
eral that the use of pure beeswax will 
cost no more, and in fact will often 
prove itself to be a saving. Further, 
the longer the candle, the fewer the 
stubs and the greater the economy of 
wax. It has been found that long 
candles are better if they are one-hun- 
dred-per-cent beeswax. They will re- 
sist bending at all temperatures found 
in our ¢eclimate and withstand higher 


* Tests with */.” diameter candles showed 
results in inches per hour as follows: 


#1 22 #3 #4 


51% 0.95 0.89 0.89 1.08 


60% 0.98 0.89 0.87 ies 
100% 0.75 0.75 0.72 0.86 
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temperatures better than candles con- 
taining large portions of paraffin and 
stearic acid. 

“For liturgical candles there is no 
better material than beeswax. With 
the proper number of threads in the 
wick in relation to the diameter of 
the candle, the flame of the beeswax 
sandle is very white and round in 
shape. . Any candle in violently 
agitated air will smoke to some ex- 
tent; however, a beeswax candle 
smokes the least of all candles, and 
in quiet air, with the proper wick, it 
will not smoke at all. Because of the 
greater viscosity of beeswax when 
melted, compared to most other 
waxes used in candles, there is less 
danger of overfeeding the wick and, 
therefore, other conditions being 
equal, a beeswax candle is longer- 
burning than candles made of most 
other waxes.’’*° 
In brief, no one who wishes to adhere 

exactly to the liturgical texts and to 
use only pure beeswax candles will find 
it difficult to do so in the United States. 
Indeed, we can say that this is the 
most practical thing to do. At the 
same time we must recognize the fact 
that many councils and synods have 
issued statutes wherein the use oi 
partly beeswax candles is sanctioned. 
Presumably these regulations were pro- 
mulgated as a concession, on the basis 
of a certified difficulty of procuring 
pure beeswax. Wherever such norms 
are in effect, one has the legal right to 
act in accord with them. On the other 
hand, it would not be the first time that 
a law has become outmoded by changed 
circumstances. Since in this case there 
certainly exists the right to act other- 
wise (7.e., not to use the legal conces- 
sion which, at least in this country, has 
lost its basis in fact), it ean be hoped 
that many pastors of their own volition 
will strive to fulfill the liturgical texts 
on beeswax candles in their fullness. 


”H. H. Root, “Beeswax,” p. 127. 
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LENGTHENING THE BURNING 
TIME OF CANDLE 


A factor has been introduced into 
candlemaking through the reduction in 
the size of the wick so as to use up the 
wax more slowly and to lengthen the 
burning time of the candle. Certain 
candlemakers look upon this as a dilu- 
tion of the symbol and frown upon 
it as a practice alien to their craft. 
The size of the wick and the diameter 
of the candle can be reduced in propor- 
tion, so that nevertheless the wick will 
burn at the rate necessary to consume 
the wax. 
means an even greater saving of wax. 


Another method of economy 
The wick is made unduly small in pro- 
portion to the candle, but a burner is to 
be used as a guard at the burning sur- 
face, to hold the wax which otherwise 
would gutter or run over the side. 
Without this candle 
burns itself out of shape, because not 


safeguard the 


all the melted wax can be consumed. 
The use of the burner is essential to the 
process, and is the reason why the can- 
dle burns properly and fully. 

The writer knows of no official con- 
demnation of either practice. Neither 
can be said directly to violate a liturgi- 
cal ordinance or text. Yet, the first 
certainly impairs the purpose and 


symbolism of the candle: “tum ad cul- 
tum et ornatum, tum ad mysticum sen- 
A deliberately contrived smaller 
lame is by 
adornment and offering at the altar and 
becomes a feeble expression of Christ, 
especially in the setting of a majestic, 
The second 


sum.” 
the same token a lesser 


adorned temple of God. 
device has. against it an added, and 
more Here the 
burning of the candle is made to depend 
on an alien element, and the consuming 
of the wax by the flame, symbolic of 


serious, objection. 


sacrificial destruction, is deliberately re- 
tarded and becomes an artificial proc- 
ess. As such it merits at most a “toler- 
aril potest,” which the Congregation of 
{ites gave to a comparable unbecoming 
practice of economy—the use of imita- 
tion candles of metal with an inserted 
wax candle on a spring (D. 3448 ad 12). 
One who takes advantage of the absence 
of an expressed prohibition should not 
do so by abandoning the ends for which 
the liturgical candle burns on the altar. 
The whole burden of this article has 
been to show what these are, and why 
and how they are to be realized. We 
cannot but be impressed by the Church’s 
wish to give God a perfect and un- 
spoiled offering. Only such is worthy 
of our churches. 
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Mass Intentions. I 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 


i PROPER fulfillment of his 
obligation arising from the.acceptance 
of Mass intentions is one of the daily 
duties of the average priest. Because 
this is a serious obligation, it is both 
useful and necessary to review occa- 
sionally the law of the Church and the 
principles of moral theology that apply 
in this matter. 

Canon 824, §1, declares that accord- 
ing to the accepted and approved prac- 
tice of the Church it is lawful to accept 
a stipend or offering for the celebration 
and application of the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. The obligation arising from 
this acceptance is grave in conscience, 
not by reason of the amount of the 
offering in most instances, but because 
the law of the Church binds us in jus- 
tice sub gravi to say the Mass for which 
a stipend has been received. This same 
grave obligation rests upon religious 
who receive from their Superior Mass 
intentions for which stipends have been 
accepted. 

Consequently, the failure to offer the 
Mass will be for both secular and reli- 
gious priest a mortal sin. Furthermore, 
the omission brings with it the obliga- 
tion of restitution, which will be grave 
or light depending upon whether the 
amount of the stipend is relatively 
grave for the donor or not. Here we are 
speaking only of complete omission of 
the Mass and not of failure to fulfill 
certain prescribed conditions, which 
will be discussed later. 


THREE KINDS OF 
STIPEND MASSES 


The Code of Canon Law distin- 
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guishes three kinds of stipend Masses 
(Canon 826). The first of these, and 
the most common, is the manual sti- 
pend. This name is applied to the in- 
tentions ordinarily received from the 
faithful (given, as it were, from hand 
to hand), and also to the intentions that 
heirs are obliged to take care of by the 
terms of a will. Stipends ad instar 
manualium are those coming from Mass 
foundations for which provision can- 
not be made in the place or by the per- 
sons specified in the foundation, and 
which are lawfully given to others to be 
satisfied. Foundation Masses, finally, 
are those for which the stipend is sup- 
plied from the revenue of a foundation. 
In this article we are concerned pri- 
marily with manual stipends, the kind 
received by most priests. 

The law of Canon 824, §2, is that a 
priest offering more than one Mass on 
the same day, if he applies one of these 
Masses to any intention ex titulo jus- 
titiz#, may not accept a stipend for the 
other Mass or Masses that he says on 
that day. The Canon makes an excep- 
tion for Christmas Day alone, on which 
feast every priest is permitted to offer 
three Masses, and for all three of which 
a stipend may be accepted. The Canon 
also states that it is lawful for the priest 
celebrating a second or third Mass on 
any one day to receive an offering by 
reason of some extrinsic title. For ex- 
ample, one who says Mass at a late 
hour or who must travel a great dis- 
tance to offer his second Mass may 
lawfully accept some recompense be- 
cause of these extrinsic circumstances. 
Yet, he may not accept a stipend for 
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the application of that second Mass 
save on Christmas. 


MISSA PRO POPULO AND BINATION 


It should be remembered in this con- 
nection that the Missa pro populo is a 
Mass the application of which is due in 
justice. Therefore, what has been said 
above with regard to the stipend Mass 
applies equally to the Missa pro pop- 
ulo. The pastor or any priest applying 
this Mass for his flock in fulfillment of 
pastoral obligations (Canon 466) may 
not take a stipend for the other Mass 
that he celebrates on the same day. 
Neither may a stipend be accepted for 
another Mass by a priest who offers the 
Missa pro populo in the place of the 
pastor, even though the substitute re- 
ceive no offering from the pastor. The 
reason for this is that the Missa pro 
populo is due in justice, and the pre- 
scription of Canon 824, §2, is binding on 
any priest who offers this Mass, 
whether he does so in his own name or 
for another. 

Likewise it would be contrary to the 
Canon, when binating, to offer both 
Masses for one’s parishioners in fulfill- 
ment of the obligations attached to two 


‘ separate days, just as it would be un- 


lawful to accept a stipend for the sec- 
ond Mass. In either case the obligation 
would be fulfilled validly, and the Mass 
would not have to be said again for the 
same intention, nor would restitution of 
the offering have to be made. Never- 
theless to disregard knowingly the pro- 
hibition of the Code would be a grave 
sin. Only with permission of the Holy 
See is it lawful to offer on the same day 
more than one Mass that is due ex 
titulo justitie. 

What has been said above concern- 
ing application of the second Mass does 
not hold for Masses that are to be said 
by reason of membership in certain so- 
cieties. For example, members of reli- 


gious communities who offer Mass for 
deceased confréres by way of suffrage, 
and diocesan priests offering a Mass for 
deceased fellow-members of the Priests’ 
Purgatorial Society, may celebrate 
these Masses on the same day on which 
they have said*a stipend Mass. Their 
obligation in this case is one of charity 
and not of justice, and thus there is no 
violation of Canon 824, §2. The same 
is true of Masses that are to be said 
only because they were promised, with 
no contract or question of justice being 
involved, and of Masses that a religious 
is asked by his Superior to say as a 
token of gratitude to some benefactor. 


APPLICATION OF MASSES ON 
ALL SOULS’ DAY 


On All Souls’ Day, although every 
priest is permitted to say three Masses 
if he so desires, no exception is made to 
the general law forbidding the applica- 
tion of more than one Mass ez titulo 
justitie. Still more, the intentions for 
the second and third Masses are speci- 
fied by the Church, and any priest who 
chooses to exercise the faculty granted 
him by Canon 806, §1, must apply the 
extra Masses for those intentions. The 
second Mass is to be offered for all of 
the faithful departed, and the third for 
the intentions of the Holy Father. 

No specific order is demanded in the 
application of the Masses on All Souls’ 
Day. That is, the priest is free to ap- 
ply for a stipend intention or for any 
intention of his own choice either the 
first, second or third Mass. However, 
there is left to the celebrant’s choice the 
application of only one Mass on that 
day; the Church specifies the intentions 
for which the other two are to be ap- 
plied. If only two Masses are said, 
one of these must be offered for all the 
faithful departed. 

Canon 825, n. 1, prohibits the appli- 
cation of a Mass for the intention of 
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one who has not yet requested the 
Mass and the retention of the stipend 
for the Mass already offered when it 
is later given to the priest. There are 
two possibilities raised here, the first of 
which can easily lead not only to un- 
lawful but even to invalid application 
of the special fruits of the Holy Sacri- 
fice. 

For valid application of the special 
fruits of the Mass, which are at the dis- 
posal of the celebrant and by reason of 
which he receives a stipend, it is re- 
quired that the priest apply these fruits 
to a determinate person or intention. 
We are all familiar with the theolo- 
gians’ example of the priest who has be- 
fore him six particles and who intends 
to consecrate only five of them, without 
deciding which five he will consecrate. 
For lack of a determinate intention 
none of the particles is consecrated. 
Likewise in applying the fruits of the 
Mass the celebrant must have a deter- 
minate intention. Moreover, that in- 
tention (or person) must be determin- 
able humano modo. 

Thus it is that there would be no 
valid application of the Mass if the 
priest were to intend to offer it for the 
first intention that will be given to him 
afterwards. It is true that Almighty 
God knows who will give that stipend 
and what the intention will be, but this 
is not sufficient. The intention for Mass 
must be determinate and determinable 
humano modo, as has already been said. 
Consequently Canon 825, n. 1, forbids 
accepting stipends for a Mass applied 
in this way because the intention has 
not really been satisfied. 

There is a second possibility under 
Canon 825, n. 1. May a priest offer 
Mass for a recently deceased person for 
whom he is sure the family will be re- 
questing Masses, and lawfully keep one 
of the stipends afterwards handed in, 
on the grounds that he has already ful- 
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filled that specific obligation? This is 
unlike the case discussed above in that 
the Mass is said for the repose of a par- 
ticular soul and there is a determinate 
intention. Anticipation of this kind 
would appear to be lawful on condition 
that the priest inform the donor that he 
has already offered the Mass being re- 
quested because he knew that it would 
be asked for, and ask the donor if he 
is willing that the proffered stipend 
should be retained for the Mass already 
celebrated. If this is not satisfactory to 
the donor, the celebrant may not law- 
fully keep the stipend in question. The 
priest will be well advised, therefore, in 
all instances to wait until a Mass is re- 
quested for a specific person, instead of 
anticipating the donor’s petition. 


ONLY ONE STIPEND ALLOWED 
FOR A MASS 


Canon 825, n. 2, rules that it is never 
lawful to take a stipend for a Mass that 
is to be applied to an intention from 
some other title. Thus, a priest who is 
bound by obedience or by membership 
in a religious community to offer Mass 
for a deceased person by way of suf- 
frage may not lawfully accept a stipend 
to say Mass for that same person, and 
attempt to fulfill both obligations by 
the one Mass. 

Canon 825, n. 3, deals with another 
aspect of the same matter in absolutely 
forbidding the acceptance of two sti- 
pends for the application of the same 
Mass. For basically the same reason 
it would be unlawful for the pastor to 
accept a stipend for the application of 
his Missa pro populo, to which he is 
already obliged in justice by his office 
as pastor. 

Canon 825, n. 4, imposes one further 
prohibition. It is never lawful to accept 
one offering for the application of the 
fruits of the Mass and another merely 
for the celebration of the same Mass, 
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unless it be certain that one of the offer- 
ings was for the celebration of Mass 
alone without its application. The 
situation envisaged by this paragraph 
of the Canon is hardly likely to arise 
save in connection with a wedding or 
funeral Mass. Is it lawful for the priest 
to accept the customary offering on the 
occasion of a wedding or funeral, and 
at the same time to offer the Mass for 
an intention other than that of the 
couple being married, or for someone 
other than the deceased? Diocesan 
statutes will at times supply the answer 
to this question, especially for funerals, 
by specifying the stipend for funeral 
Masses along with those for other 
Masses, and by making it evident that 
the application of the Mass is included 
in the offering. If there is no such clear 
statute, may the celebrant lawfully ap- 
ply his Mass for some other intention 
on these occasions? 

My own belief, based upon experi- 
ence, is that most of the faithful under- 
stand their offering for a wedding or 
funeral to include the application of 
the accompanying Mass. There is fur- 
ther basis for this opinion in the liturgy 
of the Nuptial Mass (which is pro 
sponso et sponsa), and in that of the 
funeral rites, which are devoted to suf- 
frages for the deceased person. Canon 
825, n. 4, leaves no room for acting in 
doubt. It states that an offering for 
celebration of the Mass alone, as dis- 
tinct from its application to another in- 
tention, is permitted only when it is 
certain that one of the donors agrees to 
this distinction. Therefore, if a priest 
by reason of a prior commitment is un- 
able to offer his Mass for the wedded 
couple’s intention or for the soul of the 
deceased, he should explain this to the 
parties concerned and secure their con- 
sent to his action. Even in this case, it 
would be better to offer Mass for their 
intention at the earliest possible date, 


and for the priest to let them know that 
he will do so. 


TRAFFICKING IN STIPENDS 
MUST BE AVOIDED 


According to Canon 827, every ap- 
pearance of trafficking in Mass ssti- 
pends is to be avoided. Certainly there 
is no proportion between the stipend 
anid the infinite value of the Holy 
Sacrifice, nor can it rightly be said in 
any sense that a Mass is purchased. 
The sacredness of this treasury of 
grace is protected by Canon 827, which 
rules out anything that might cause 
either suspicion of commercialism or 
misunderstanding of the true nature of 
the offering made by the faithful for 
a Mass. There are*various examples 
given by the theologians of abuses in 
this regard, some of which are not 
likely to be found among us to-day. 
One or two of these, however, will bear 
mention. 

Among the forbidden practices is 
that of sending away Mass intentions 
to a place where the stipend is smaller, 
so that the excess may be retained. To 
do this on the sender’s own authority 
would be a definite violation of Canon 
840, § 1. Yet, even if it be done with 
the consent of the priest receiving the 
stipends and by arrangement with him, 
it smacks of commercialism and of 
profiting by Mass intentions (efr. 
Noldin—Schmitt, III, n. 194). Cer- 
tainly contrary to the Code would be 
the use of varying rates of currency 
exchange in order to retain a part of 
the stipend. One is not forbidden to 
make use of any lawful means of trans- 
ferring funds to a foreign country that 
will benefit the celebrant and make 
possible for him a higher rate of ex- 
change. On the other hand, using 
methods that will leave the sender with 
a part of the stipend is not permitted. 
The law of the Church requires that 
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the entire stipend be forwarded to the 
celebrant. 

Canon 828 requires that there be 
celebrated and applied as many Masses 
as there have been stipends accepted, 
regardless of the amount of the sti- 
pend. We have already seen the Code’s 
prescription forbidding the combina- 
tion of stipends and offering of the 
same Mass for more than one stipend. 
Canon 828 gives occasion for comment 
on a situation that may sometimes be 
encountered by a parish priest, and 
about which his advice may be sought. 
At the time of a funeral it is customary 
for friends of the deceased person to 
have a Mass or Masses offered for the 
repose of his soul, and frequently they 
send to the famiby a spiritual bouquet 
card as a remembrance. Often these 
cards contain the stipend for the Mass, 
and it is left to the family to see that 
the Mass is celebrated. 

When this occurs, the simplest pro- 
cedure is to follow literally the course 
set down by Canon 828. Sometimes, 
however, the relatives wish to know if 
they may use some of these Mass offer- 
ings to enroll the deceased person in a 
Mass association, as a member of which 
he will share in or be remembered in a 
number of Masses to be said at stated 
intervals for all of the members. Such 
use of the stipends given to the family 
is not permissible. It would be a fail- 
ure to employ them in accord with the 
will of the donors, and would amount 
to omission of a Mass or Masses that 
are due in justice like any stipend 
Mass. The relatives are not the donors 
but intermediaries, and do not have 
free disposal of the stipends according 
to their own will. Their obligation is to 
see that a Mass is offered for each sti- 
pend that was given to them. 

If they think it desirable to have the 
deceased person enrolled in a Mass 
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association, they may not use for this 
purpose the stipends they have received 
without the consent of a sufficient num- 
ber of relatives or friends who will per- 
mit their Mass offerings to be used in 
that way. No such problem is raised if 
the family asks to have a series of 
Gregorian Masses said, combining in 
this way the stipends received, pro- 
vided that a Mass is celebrated for 
each stipend and that the total number 
of Masses is not lessened in order to 
have the Gregorian Masses. 

Could the relatives lawfully combine 
the dollar or two-dollar stipends in 
order to have High Masses offered in- 
stead of a Low Mass for each of the 
individual stipends given by friends? 
To do so without the consent of the 
donors would be a violation of Canon 
828, which requires that there be as 
many Masses applied as there are sti- 
pends received. Again, it is the law of 
the Church and not the preference of 
the relatives that is the decisive factor 
in this respect. 


RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
LOSS OF STIPENDS 


According to Canon 829, if Mass sti- 
pends be lost, even though the loss is 
not due to his fault, the one who has 
the obligation of celebrating the 
Masses at the time of the loss is not 
thereby freed from his obligation. The 
need for care in safeguarding stipends 
is evident, because their loss by theft 
or in any other way will leave the 
priest still bound to say or to have said 
the Masses requested. If the loss 
should oecur in the process of trans- 
mitting intentions to another priest, 
the norm of Canon 839, to be discussed 
later, would determine which priest has 
the obligation of taking care of the 
Masses. 

(To be continued) 


Priests Parachute into 
Red Island 


By WALTER VAN DE PUTTE, C.S.Sp. 


Gist (GAND) is the famous 


city of Emperor Charles V, who boasted 
that he could “put Paris into his Gand 
(glove).” It is the city where the 
Guild of the Butchers played a trick on 
Napoleon as he marched through its 
streets. The Flemish sign and poster 
with which they apparently welcomed 
him read: “De beenhouwers van Gent 
aan Napoleon den Grooten” (the little 
letter n at the end of Groote indicating 
that the greeting of the butchers of 
Ghent referred to Napoleon the great 
butcher). In our own day the city has 
the dubious honor of being the center 
of socialism in Belgium, and of harbor- 
ing a regular stronghold of Red pagan- 
ism. The great problem for many years 
has been how Christian apostles could 
penetrate into that center and convert 
its heart to Christ. 

Farsighted Jesuit Superiors finally 
found the way and commissioned two 
Fathers to execute the plan of christian- 
izing this “red island” which lies in the 
midst of what looks like a fine Chris- 
tian community. 


SUBHUMAN CONDITIONS LEAD 
TO COMMUNISM 


Here are many families of workers 
who have been living in subhuman con- 
ditions. Ignorant of the truths of our 
Faith, they have been fully indoctri- 
nated in socialism and communism. For 
three full generations these poor people 
have lived in a paganism worse than 


that of uncivilized countries, because it 
was artificially introduced. At times 
the people of this district lived under 
a regime that is justly called “The Red 
Terror.” There were Sundays when the 
faithful who had dared to assist at 
Mass found the windows of their homes 
smashed as a warning that they were 
watched by the anti-gods. The Reds 
were merciless in the application of the 
rule: “Live as a red or you'll lack 
bread.” The few who remained faith- 
ful Christians were, as it were, buried 
in catacombs, and felt as do prisoners 
under a Red dictatorship. 

As a result of this continuous cam- 
paigning against religion and the 
Church, which continued for so many 
years, this section of the city fell into 
utter moral degradation. All higher 
sentiments were suffocated in this at- 
mosphere of hateful godlessness. The 
faith of the Fathers was replaced by 
vulgar superstition. Conjugal fidelity 
gave way to loose morals; as the people 
became men without God, they also be- 
came people without children. 

Images of the Crucified and the 
Blessed Virgin were taken away, and 
in their stead appeared modern statues 
of half-naked women flanked by dogs! 
The poor people were in very truth liv- 
ing “under the sign of the Dog,” rather 
than under the sign of the Cross. Be- 
lieving no longer in a divine and al- 
mighty God, they learned to put their 
trust in the powers of horseshoes, black 
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‘ats, four-leaved clovers, or the number 
thirteen. 

It was into this “Red Island” that 
two Jesuits “parachuted” on December 
12,1950. They promptly took up “resi- 
dence” in a very small workman’s 
house that boasted of two rooms on the 
ground floor. 


DESCRIPTION OF A PAGAN 
STRONGHOLD IN BELGIUM 


As one enters this “rectory” to-day, 
the first thing noticed is a priedieu and 
a simple desk. The walls are gener- 
ously decorated with pictures of Saints 
and photographs of prominent (that 
is, active and suffering) people of the 
parish. Behind the curtain stands a 
ladder which is used to reach the 
“pigeon coop.” Here are the Fathers’ 
rooms. Besides the “reception room” 
on the ground floor, there is a tiny win- 
dowless room in which the Fathers are 
exercising a not always enviable culi- 
nary art. The few possessions that 
the priests were able to acquire, were 
donated by parishoners who are them- 
selves as poor as Job, as one visitor 
described them. 

By force of circumstances the priests 
have become agents in a perpetually 
consulted “Information Please Bureau.” 
They are asked to answer pertinent 
questions about loans of money, pos- 
sible and impossible jobs, methods of 
curing the sick, ete. Recently a woman, 
now become attached spiritually to the 
mission, had undergone an operation. 
Her condition, which was rather serious, 
required a blood transfusion. But the 
woman was now also attached to the 
Fathers themselves, and found it the 
most natural thing in the world to re- 
quire the Fathers’ blood. Her family 
transmitted her request to Father De 
Wit who was not in good physical con- 
dition at the time, and what could he 
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do but meekly submit to the shedding 
of blood? 

One of the priests is a former profes- 
sor of chemistry, but even he is unable 
to make water out of thin air, and there 
is no means of capturing the water 
which the heavens are otherwise ever 
ready to provide. So they are glad that 
no modern hygienists are coming around 
to proclaim that their headquarters are 
absolutely unfit for housing civilized, 
modern man. 


INITIAL ANTAGONISM GREETS 
THE MISSIONARIES 


The Fathers know now from direct 
experience how proletarians live in 
many a modern city that has “pro- 
gressed”’ after the industrial revolution. 
They realize how very fertile is this 
field for the healthy growth of socialism 
and communism. They understand 
why people are limiting the number of 
births, and why people without faith 
seek comfort in sexual immorality. 

Soon after the arrival of the two 
Fathers the Reds wanted to honor them 
with an uprising that was to take place 
in the factories of the district. But for 
some unknown reason there was a min- 
imum of trouble. Also on May 1, the 
great “red-letter day” of socialists and 
communists, the “friends of the people”’ 
had planned a great meeting of protest 
in front of the rectory, but that also 
did not materialize. 

In the beginning people looked at the 
blackrobes with evident suspicion. To- 
day many like to see them around; 
their very presence has become to them 
a source of encouragement; it gives 
them at least some faith and trust in 
human nature, if not immediately in 
God. A growing number of families 
are allowing the priests to instruct their 
children for the reception of their first 
Solemn Holy Communion. The Reds, 
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of course, tried to stop that nonsense 
and introduced the “Red Communion,” 
which consisted in a family feast at the 
local Party Auditorium during which 
the children were entertained and re- 
ceived colorful presents. 

The Fathers are hopeful. They agree 
with the farmer-philosopher Thibon 
that “it is impossible to escape from 
God.” However deep human beings 
may have sunk in moral degradation, 
they remain creatures made after the 
image of God, and the thirst for God 
will persist in asserting itself. 


UNCONVENTIONAL METHODS TO 
COPE WITH EXISTING NEEDS 


The dining hall of a local factory 
has been turned into a “church,” and 
visitors to Sunday services are always 
finding a full house. It would be fool- 
ish to call this the “Great Return,” but 
there is an evident working of grace 
and codperation of men. Crucifixes are 
reappearing, and are given the place of 
honor on the walls of the homes. Some 
children are now going to the nearest 
Catholic school. 

The priests repeat here with Pius XI: 
“The working class has been lost to the 
faith.” The Popes have been crying 
“in the desert.” Their warnings have 
not been heeded from the very start. 
Apostles have come late, very late. As 
one good man said to the priests: 
“Father, you should have come twenty- 
five years ago.” And now a very high 
wall blocks the way to mass conver- 
sions, namely, the large number of ir- 
regular marriages. 

At long last this territory has been 
invaded. The Jesuit Superiors and 
their delegates have realized that the 
ordinary ways of “preaching a mission”’ 
would not be able to reach the masses. 
Such conventional ways are able to re- 
awaken those who are still spiritually 
alive, and to convert a few among those 


who are spiritually “dead.” But here 
is a multitude of people who are, in- 
deed, lost sheep, apparently dead for- 
ever. These, the good shepherd must 
go after, and he must risk everything 
except sin to bring them to the feet of 
the Great Shepherd of souls. Priests 
must, like Our Lord, be found “human 
in all things, sin alone excepted.” They 
must in very truth become all things 
to all these men, sharing the life of the 
poorest and the discomforts with the 
most wretched. 


FRANK RECOGNITION OF 
SOCIAL INJUSTICES 


The Fathers now understand what 
it means to have become the victim of 
materialistic capitalism, to have fallen 
into moral degeneracy as a consequence 
of man’s inhumanity to man. They 
know that the victims expect them to 
join their ranks and denounce with 
them the injustices of the past and any 
injustice that is still at times committed 
against them in some quarters. 

They have learned a new lesson in 
pastoral theology, namely, that there is 
no use talking piously about our Good 
Father who is in heaven to these em- 
bittered modern pagans; there is no 
comfort bestowed in telling these people 
that conditions to-day are not as bad 
as those under which their ancestors 
were forced to live. This sort of talk 
will not instill confidence in the suf- 
ferers. The Fathers who have come as 
virtual mediators must have the courage 
to confess the crimes of capitalistic so- 
ciety against these people. They must 
first proclaim aloud the rights of these 
human beings—of laborers, of children 
of God—to the decent necessities of 
life. Only after they have gained their 
confidence born of the assurance that 
the Fathers are indeed one with them, 
will people be willing to listen to the 
priest who reminds them of their moral 
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duties—first to God, and then also to 
men, for whom a merciful God-Man 
suffered and died. 


REESTABLISHING CONTACT 

BETWEEN PRIEST AND PEOPLE 

The Fathers use prudence as well as 
fortitude in this new apostolate. They 
have realized that, if they were to labor 
daily in the factories, the advantage 
of establishing contact with the workers 
would be counterbalanced by the dis- 
advantage of failing in their duty of 
counselling, teaching, organizing, ad- 
ministering the Sacraments. So, they 
act as priests though living like the 
poor laborers. Faithful to their re- 
ligious duties of prayerfulness and 
closely connected with their Religious 
Superiors, anchored in God and His 
grace, they are indeed one with Christ 
and are thus able to radiate Christ. 

Another thing the priests have dis- 
covered—a fact known for many years 
by priests in the foreign missions—is 
the value and the necessity even of en- 
listing the codperation of lay helpers, 
that is, of genuine Catholie Action. 
Many forms of such codperation have 
already been adopted. Among them is 
what is called “The Nameless Band,” 
a Catholic Action society which brings 
together for mutual inspiration and 
enlightenment the young workers of 
the district and students who come from 
the city. Every day of the week there 
are meetings in the hall above the 
“church,” bringing together men and 
women who are vitally interested in the 
economic and spiritual welfare of all 
concerned. A library has been installed 
in the hall, and over 1500 books have 
been collected through the activity of 
the students from the various Catholic 
schools. 

The church services are conducted in 
true liturgical fashion—that is, in the 
spirit of a truly social worship in which 
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all can participate in body and mind 
and heart. These people truly pray 
together, and, wherever this is allowed, 
they take an active part in the Mass. 
At one Mass, for example, at the Offer- 
tory the workers in blue overalls en- 
tered the sanctuary and offered the 
fruits of their labor. They know what 
“offering” means. 

DEVOTION TO MARIA GORETTI 

Every Thursday, at noon, devotions 
are held in honor of St. Maria Goretti, 
the heroic martyr of purity, to whom 
the parish has been dedicated. This 
is a service for young laborers of both 
sexes who are employed in nearby fac- 
tories. They recite together a long 
prayer which they interrupt from time 
to time for brief moments of silent 
meditation. It is a prayer that suits 
their mentality and their sentiments 
and conditions. It reads in part: 

“Leaving the wild noise of the fac- 
tory, we have entered this quiet place 
and kneel before thy image, O Maria 
Goretti. It is for us like coming home 
after a week of hard labor, and we 
feel the charm of your smile and 
realize that here is rest for us and a 
promise of happiness. 

“During these few moments we ap- 
proach you to collect the powers that 
will carry us through the coming 
week. 

“You, Maria Goretti, have fought 
so valiantly for your purity; you 
know how hard it is for those who 
breathe in a corrupted air, who are 
constantly subject to threats and 
temptations and the advertisement of 
evil, to be always on their guard and 
ever ready to put up a fight against 
it. Please obtain for us to remain as 
peaceful and fearless as you have 
shown yourself to be. We trust in 
God and are firmly resolved to shout 
at all times: ‘No!’ when we hear the 
flattering offers of sin. May we imi- 
tate you who have persevered with 
so much heroism and have sealed 
your fidelity with your blood! 


PRIESTS PARACHUTE INTO RED ISLAND 





“Teach us so that, like you, we may 
draw the energy we need from Christ, 
from His Blood, which is the food of 
virgins in the Sacrament of His mercy 
and the bath in which souls are con- 
stantly cleansed. Teach us how to 
find power in prayer and the Light of 
Christ which dispels our darkness. 
Show us how to pray to Mary to get 
help from her whose maternal heart 
watches over us. Ask her that, like 
you, we may always preserve our 
noble sentiments in all their purity 
and may be shielded by her strong 
yet tender hands.” 


Then follows Silent Meditation. 


Such then is the story of the peace- 


ful invasion of “Red Island” by modern 
apostles. It is pioneer work, mission- 
ary work. Like the missionaries in 
foreign, uncivilized countries, the 
Fathers aim at organizing the parish 
so that it will find its place in the dio- 
cese among other well-organized par- 
ishes. When that pioneer work is fin- 
ished, the priests will be ready to be 
sent by their Superiors and “parachute” 
into some other “Red Island,” enriched 
by actual experience in this modern 
field of apostolic labor and eager to 
wrest other slaves of the Reds from 
the clutches of the Devil. 
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Bossuet: With Golden Words 





By EDWARD R. MERRICK 


, HisTORY of eloquence is 
a fascinating study though a danger- 
ous one, for no subject is more likely 
to enkindle controversy than a com- 
parison of great preachers. It is al- 
most an axiom of criticism that what is 
most difficult to estimate with accuracy 


. 


excites the bitterest discussions. De 


gustibus non est disputandum is forever 


applicable, though usually more hon- 
ored in principle than in practice. 

Still, the custom of esteeming and 
comparing great pulpit orators goes on 
forever, even though everyone with 
sound judgment realizes that it is al- 
most impossible to judge conclusively 
the relative merits of Christianity’s 
great preachers. Even if the heart-en- 
kindling words of Chrysostom, Augus- 
tine, Bernard, Bossuet, Fénelon, or 
Lacordaire could be recalled as uttered, 
only a fool would dare to sit in judg- 
ment on such giants. 

Yet, although it is practically im- 
possible to determine the Cicero of 
Christian orators, it is not at all difficult 
to determine the Golden Age of Post- 
Patristic oratory. To France of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
this honor goes with hardly a doubt. 
For this was the age of Fénelon, 
Bourdaloue, and Massillon, all masters 
of Christian eloquence, and to these 
three must be added the master of 
each of them, the eldest of the four and 
probably the most celebrated orator of 
modern times, Jacques Benigne Bos- 
suet. 


This Christian Demosthenes was 


born at Dijon on September 27, 1627, 
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of one of the most influential families 
of that city. His father, Benigne Bos- 
suet, was a Judge in the Parliament ot 
Dijon, and later one of the foremost 
officials of Metz. During his absence 
from Dijon, the father entrusted the 
education of his children to his brother 
Claude, a man of learning and avid 
literary tastes. 


INCIDENTS IN BOSSUET’S 

EARLY LIFE 

At an early age the young Bossuet 
began to make a second home of his 
uncle’s library. Paging through the 
many books of history and literature, 
he found his deepest pleasure in fre- 
quenting this haunt of learning, and 
amazed his uncle by his prodigious feats 
of memory. When he was still very 
young, an apparently trivial incident 
happened that was to have a tremen- 
dous influence on his entire life. En- 
tering the library one day while his 
father and uncle were discussing poli- 
tices, the young Bossuet, noticing a 
large book open on the table, began to 
finger through its pages. It was the 
first meeting of Bossuet and the incom- 
parable Isaias. Fascinated by the im- 
agery, and even more impressed by 
the profound yet simple nature of the 
truths contained in this most sublime 
of O.T. books, he began that day a 
lifelong study of that work which ever 
after became his constant companion. 

Bossuet’s elementary education was 
obtained at the Jesuit school at Dijon. 
Impressed by his son’s brilliant per- 
formances as a student, the elder Bos- 
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suet decided to send him to Paris to 
study under the celebrated Descartes, 
who was at this time a professor at the 
College de Navarre. At the age of six- 
teen the young man from Dijon took 
the Master’s degree, and four years 
later, in 1648, defended his first thesis 
in theology before the Grand Condé 
himself. 


STUDIED UNDER DIRECTION OF 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 


An event which occurred when he 
was only seventeen shows clearly the 
precocious nature of his eloquence. His 
singular success in defending his philo- 
sophical thesis before the Bishop of 
Lisieux brought him to the attention of 
the Parisian literary circles. At the 
Hotel de Rambouillet, an old friend of 
his father, the Governor of Verdun, the 
Marquis de Feuquiéres, openly boasted 
that, if the boy were given a topic and 
a few moments for recollection, he 
would preach a sermon that would 
amaze his listeners. The novelty-lov- 
ing literati of the Hotel de Rambouillet 
could hardly pass up such a challenge. 
Curiosity was one of their lesser vices. 

The young theology student was sum- 
moned at 11 o’clock one night, pos- 
sibly from his bed, to preach at the 
Hotel where a large crowd of the elite 
of Paris had gathered. 
rived, received his subject, and took 
the audience by storm. Voiture’s re- 
mark: “Never have I heard anyone 
preach so early or so late,’ probably 
reflected the sentiment of many in the 
audience. 

The Bishop of Lisieux later repeated 
the experiment before a group of prel- 
ates with the same result. Drawing 
Bossuet aside after the improvised ser- 
mon, the bishop warned him against 
the danger of premature success, and 
implored him not to allow himself to be 


Bossuet. ar- 


made a popular Parisian preacher, at 
least until he had received Holy Orders. 

After preparing for the priesthood for 
two years under the direction of St. 
Vincent de Paul, Bossuet was ordained 
in 1652. Refusing more ambitious pro- 
posals offered to him at Paris, he de- 
parted for Metz. There in comparative 
peace and quiet he prepared himself 
spiritually and intellectually for his 
future duties as preacher at the Royal 
Court, teacher of the Dauphin, and 
Bishop of Meaux. 


BOSSUET NEVER FLATTERED HIS 
ROYAL OR NOBLE LISTENERS 


At the insistence of St. Vincent de 
Paul, Bossuet returned to Paris in 1659 
to devote himself entirely to preaching. 
With him came a new style of preach- 
ing to royal listeners. Flattery had 
been in vogue even in the pulpit to a 
degree that disgusted sensible listeners. 
The courtiers were masters of self-de- 
ception, and gourmands in devouring 
praise. No one could possibly speak 
more kindly of them than they thought 
of themselves. Flattery was so much 
a part of their lives that to be effective 
it had to be excessive. 

Bossuet would have no parts of such 
a style, and the courtiers soon grew 
accustomed to swallowing the medicine 
he gave them without the sugar coating 
they had grown accustomed to receiv- 
ing. To the Queen he addressed the 
following: “Your Majesty, it is too 
cruel a flattery to tell the great that 
they are faultless. On the contrary, 
the very eminence of royalty involves 
the consequence that no fault of theirs 
‘an be trifling.” One of the most re- 
liable witnesses to Bossuet’s genius as 
a speaker is the fact that these crea- 
tures of pride and praise continued to 
listen to him. 

In the care which he took in prepar- 
ing sermons, Bossuet could well serve 
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as model for priests who are faced with 
the dreary and painstaking task of pre- 
paring sermons regularly. Though he 
probably had no equal at improvising 
sermons on the spur of the moment, 
Bossuet rarely relied on his talent for 
extemporaneous preaching. He care- 
fully composed his sermons, and. the 
abundance of marginal notes on his 
manuscripts indicate how frequently 
they were revised for improvement. 

One other aspect of his preparation 
for preaching should not be overlooked. 
Almost every paragraph of his sermons 
reflects his abundant knowledge of 
Sacred Scripture and the Fathers, 
especially St. Augustine, who seems to 
have ‘been his favorite non-biblical 
author. It was probably this continual 
study which added richness to his ser- 
mons. 

In 1670 Bossuet was drawn even 
closer to the Court by his appointment 
as Preceptor of the Dauphin, the suc- 
cessor to the throne of France. Realiz- 
ing the importance of his assignment, 
for in all probability he would mould 
the mind and soul of the future king 
of France, Bossuet applied himself 
diligently to his duty, attending to all 
the young Prince’s lessons, and even 
composing many of the textbooks to fit 
the Dauphin’s particular needs and 
temperament. For ten years he devoted 
himself to this task, which later ap- 
peared fruitless; for the Dauphin was 
naturally dull, and died in 1711 before 
his father, King Louis XIV. 

After the marriage of the Dauphin, 
Bossuet was selected for the bishopric 
of Meaux. Before occupying his epis- 
copal see, however, he became involved 
in that great struggle between the Pope 
and the French Church. Bossuet, like 


many of the French bishops, had a sin- 
cere though exaggerated notion of the 
liberties due the Gallican Church. On 
no occasion did he ever deny the Pri- 
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macy of Rome or the preéminent dig- 
nity of the Apostolic See; yet, it must 
be admitted that he played a prominent 
role in the historic French Assembly of 
1682, and actually drew up the famous 
“Four Articles,” which were received 
so unfavorably in Rome. 


PAID METICULOUS DEVOTION TO 
HIS EPISCOPAL DUTIES 


As soon as the French Assembly had 
dispersed, Bossuet returned to his dio- 
cese. During the twenty-two years that 
he spent as Bishop of Meaux, he proved 
himself a prelate after the pattern of 
that great model of bishops, St. Charles 
Borromeo. Though he remained till 
his last days an avid scholar, and would 
probably have preferred devoting him- 
self without interruption to his studies, 
he never neglected his episcopal duties 
for his own personal preferences. 

His reverence for rubrics and exacti- 
tude in observing liturgical ceremonies 
proved an inspiration to his clergy. 
Though he attended to all his duties 
with great care, he usually excused 
himself from the many formalities and 
visits which devour the precious time 
of great men. Despising the frivolous 
conversation and petty time-wasting 
diversions so popular in his day, he 
valued ordinary conversation only as a 
means of relaxation after strenuous 
labor. 

One of his habits, though peculiar, 
explains the enormous extent of his 
literary accomplishments. After sleep- 
ing a few hours, he would rise, say his 
breviary, and study or write till he felt 
ready for more rest. Then he would 
lie down and immediately go to sleep. 
Bossuet carefully avoided taking part 
in the vain activities of the Court Life 
and the loquacious literary circles of 
Paris. By his habits of retirement and 
love of study he gained a profound mas- 
tery of history, the classics, philosophy, 
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and theology. This great learning he 
used to good avail in his sermons, and 
at a later period in the famous con- 
troversies in which he was engaged. 


BOSSUET AS AN OUTSTANDING 
CONTROVERSIALIST 


As a controversialist, Bossuet ranks 
with the great St. Robert Bellarmine 
and Bishop Huet of Avranches. His 
“History of the Variations of the Prot- 
estant Churches” showed with the 
clearness characteristic of his style the 
contradictions, variations and absurdi- 
ties of the Protestant Churches. 

Protestants were not his only oppo- 
nents. The Jansenists he opposed for 
the excessive rigor of their moral code; 
and, on the other hand, he staunchly 
resisted the teachings of the Probabi- 
lists, for he believed that their system 
of moral theology would inevitably 
lead to a laxity of conduct inconsistent 
with Christian teachings. 

His most energetic efforts were di- 
rected against Quietism, which may, in 
a sense, be referred to as Christian 
Buddhism. The Quietists urged the ex- 
tinction of all desires, even the desire 
of salvation, and a complete passivity 


on the part of man in order that God 
might work in the soul unimpeded. 
Since this system discouraged many 
forms of prayer, and the use of the 
Sacraments, Bossuet considered it es- 
pecially dangerous. His opposition was 
confirmed by the Holy See, which firmly 
condemned this false form of mysti- 
cism, and proved the wisdom of his 
strenuous exertions to check its growth 

Though in his last years his physical 
strength began to ebb, the eagle-like 
wings of his mind lost none of their 
strength. His life-long habit of using 
his time profitably persisted to the end. 
He still deplored the loss of fleeting 
moments and requested the New Testa- 
ment to be read aloud to him when he 
could no longer read it himself. The 
Gospel of St. John, to which he was 
especially attached, was read to him 
sixty times during his last illness; and 
each time he listened to it as though 
he had never heard it before, girding 
himself by contemplation of its truths 
for the final struggle with death. 

With a crucifix before his eyes, he 
heard the prayers of the dying read 
over him on the morning of April 12, 
1704, and departed peacefully from this 
life. 
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Homunies FOR THE Monrn 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By JOSEPH H. CASSIDY, M.M. 





Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


The Church at a Crossroads 


“IT give thanks to my God always for you; for the grace of God that is given 
to you in Christ Jesus” (I Cor., i. 4). 


SYNOPSIS he 
I. Church at a crossroads of its history. 
(1) Greatest challenge of all time. 
(2) Secularism even in_ so-called 
friendly countries. 
(3) Outright persecution behind Iron 
and Bamboo Curtains. 

II, Early Church had persecution, but also 
had a Paul who loved his suffering 
people. 

III. Conclusion: You have another Paul in 
your priesthood. 

IV. Final victory for Christ. 


To-day all over the world the 
Church is at the crossroads of its his- 
tory. In no age of the past has she met 
such varied and diabolically inspired 
challenges. These challenges are found, 
and must be met and solved in the ap- 
parently most friendly countries. Over 
each of these, like the wings of a men- 
acing buzzard, beats the unclean breath 
of secularism. This deadly philosophy 
is in the very air we breathe. We find 
it in our schools and colleges. It per- 
meates our entire educational system. 
It echoes and reverberates in the think- 
ing and words of our non-Catholic 
philosophers. We meet it in office, fac- 
tory, streetcar. Wherever men meet it 
may be heard. It is in the conversation 
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of so many of those we daily contact 
and do business with. Men’s eyes art 
turned towards the earth. Their hearts 
are seldom raised aloft. They do not 
bend their knees to ask for God’s light, 
guidance, and inspiration. Technocracy 
ceases to be an instrument of legiti- 
mate and needed progress and is made 
a god. And its handmaid—science— 
becomes the supreme vocation of so 
many. Governments, homes, lives are 
run without God. God is eliminated. 
“We have killed God; now man can 
live, expand, and develop.” So in- 
stead of having man, humbly and grate- 
fully making his way through life under 
the protecting love and Providence of 
God, we have Frankenstein in our midst. 

Now, if this is true in the countries 
more or less friendly to God and His 
Church, what do we find in the coun- 
tries and lands which are definitely 
hostile? What do we find in those lands 
dominated by the hammer and sickle? 
What do we see behind the Iron and 
Bamboo Curtains? Almost too horrible 
to narrate is the chaos there to be 
found. Dire indeed and most tragic 
is the shambles there to be seen, in 
most part only by the eyes of God. 


en 
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All visible objects of religion and wor- 
ship are methodically and ruthlessly 
destroyed. Churches are razed and 
lovely cathedrals are shorn of their 
beauty and turned into secular schools, 
museums, or barracks for soldiers and 
horses—even into warehouses to store 
the food and machines of Godless men. 
Orphanages are razed to the ground and 
their precious little children are 
murdered or scattered afar. Homes 
are invaded in the silent watches of 
the night, and Christian families are 
scattered into distant lands, labor camps 
or destroyed. The Cross is no longer 
seen to raise men’s minds to the saving 
love of Him who died upon it. The 
dying Christ is mocked again and far 
more viciously than in the dark shadows 
of the first Good Friday. His enemies 
declare that He will thirst in vain for 
the souls of men. 


PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH 
HAS BEEN IN VAIN 


Indeed the Church has ever been 
persecuted, down through all the ages of 
the Christian era. Yes, the Mystical 
Body of Christ has been scourged, 
spit upon and crucified, even as was His 
sacred human body in the Via Dolorosa 
and on the Cross. But never has such 
diabolical, inhuman and cynical perse- 
cution been known. Not only is the 
body tortured, mutilated and destroyed, 
but the mind too has been degraded and 
enslaved. The will has been relent- 
lessly shackled, the intellect poisoned. 
The personality has been eliminated. 
Diabolical synchronization of drugs 
and surreptitious torture have changed 
great and strong men into helpless and 
drooling slaves, ready to admit and 
confess against themselves the most 
impossible and fantastic crimes, which 
they would never have dreamed of 
committing in their sanity. 

Witness what happened during the 


Civil War in Spain. We don’t know 
how many priests were murdered. 
Some place the figures at seventeen 
thousand. And all the more helpless 
are we to compute the number of Sisters 
destroyed; nor can we accurately tell 
of the thousands of pious laity who 
gave their lives in this hellish holo- 
vaust. A few of the leaders fighting 
back in this deluge of blood behind the 
Iron or Bamboo Curtain are known to 
us. We can name and put a finger on 
a Stepinac or Mindtszenty in the 
Middle East, of a Byrne in Korea, or 
a Ford or Paschang in China. But 
untold thousands remain unnamed and 
unknowable and unknown. 

However, to-day’s Epistle gives us 
cause for consolation. In spite of the 
assaults of secularism and _ atheistic 
Communism, we have the priesthood of 
Jesus Christ leading the struggle against 
our enemies. And let us not forget that 
the Gentle Master has promised that 
priesthood: “Behold I am with you all 
days, even till the consummation of the 
world.” And in Rome we have our 
present great and saintly leader, Pope 
Pius XII. To him, through St. Peter, 
we have the promise: “Upon this rock 
I will build My Church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

In those pristine days of long ago 
when Paul wrote this Epistle to the 
people of Corinth, he was very close to 
the early Christians. He knew of their 
struggles and persecutions. He knew of 
the many who were laying down their 
lives for the Faith in the bloody days 
of pagan Rome. And he encouraged 
them to carry on, and he was grateful 
to God for their strength, courage and 
fortitude in the face of disaster and 
death. He told them: “I give thanks 
to my God always for you; for the 
grace of God that is given to you in 
Christ Jesus.” 

And let us remember that this same 


1091 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 








Paul was not always the friend and 
leader of the Christians. Far from it. 
He was once a fanatical Jew who hated 
Christ and all He stood for. He hated 
Christ’s Cross and those who lovingly 
lived beneath its wood and shadow. 
He held the togas and coats of those 
who killed St. Stephen, the first Chris- 
tian martyr. 

However, from the fanatical Jew he 
became the greatest of Christians. He 
was called “the vessel of election.” 
The power of the Holy Ghost touched 
him, and his soul was filled with the 
grace of God. “By the grace of God 
I am what I am; and His grace in me 
has not been in vain.” Once touched 
by this grace, he dedicated himself 
totally to the things of Jesus Christ. 
He “preached Christ and Christ cruci- 
fied,” far and wide. He made it clear 
that we all must pass through our 
passion to come to our true life. We 
must die with Christ, if we are to rise 
glorious and immortal with Him. Paul 
loved his people. He called them: “My 
joy and my crown.” In the Mamer- 
tine Prison in Rome Paul awaited his 
execution. He was an old man, stooped 
of shoulder, with long flowing white 
beard. His eyes were dimmed and he 
could hardly see. Yet, he found 
strength and love to keep in touch with 
his people whom he loved so much. 


PAUL’S MESSAGE SURVIVES 
TO-DAY 


Paul’s voice is silenced, but the elo- 
quence of what he wrote to the Corin- 
thians in this morning’s Epistle lives on. 
And the burden of that sacred message 
is preached to-day by other Pauls who 
have followed in his footsteps down 
through the ages. Many more not only 
preached but lived as other Pauls in the 
priesthood of to-day. 

And you laity of to-day are the joy 
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and the crown of this priesthood. They 
are dedicated to you, your welfare and 
your homes. They have dedicated their 
lives to you at the invitation of the 
Gentle Master. They know that He 
meant them when He said: “You have 
not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, 
and have established that you go forth, 
and bring forth fruit, and your fruit 
shall remain.” Indeed, others may turn 
their backs upon their God. They may 
repudiate their Christian tradition; 
they may barter away their Christian 
heritage for a “mess of potage,” called 
secularism. Yes, they may even be in 
the ranks of those who behind the Iron 
Curtain try to destroy Christ and His 
Kingdom. Their hearts may be as 
black as Satan’s and their hands as 
scarlet with blood as Nero, but your 
priests know the destruction wrought 
by enemies of God is all in vain. 

While the enemy tears down, destroys 
and murders, all indeed seems dark and 
hopeless. Antichrist has not yet come, 
however. Others are building. And 
those in the state of grace, those of 
the Mystical Body, do not build in 
rain. Their every thought, word and 
act will bear fruit sometime, some- 
where. And who are those who build? 
They are the little children who lisp 
their pure prayers to Mary and her 
blessed Son. The ones who tell Him: 
“God daddy, and God _ bless 
mamma.” They are the good mothers 
and fathers in our Catholic homes. 
They are the struggling youth, and the 
battle-scarred saints among our aged. 
They are the nuns in our convents. 
They are the priests at our altars. 
Remember the Master promised them: 
“Your fruit shall remain.” And over 
all these rings the voice of our saintly 
Pontiff: “My heart grieves for you, 
and my prayers are ever dedicated to 
your sufferings.” 


bless 
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


The Simplicity of Christianity 


“Be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new man, who accord- 


ing to God is created in justice and holiness of truth” (Ephes., iv. 23). 


SYNOPSIS: 
I. The great simplicity of Christianity. 

(1) It sometimes seems terrifying. 

(2) It ts especially true when we con- 
sider the endless complications 
in Other systems of religious 
thought. 

II. St. Paul shows us the way. 

(1) From the fanatical Jew to the 
“vessel of election.” 

(2) He points out the necessity of per- 
sonal sanctification. 

(3) He gives us portrayal of Mystical 
Body of Christ. 

III. Conclusion: Let us “put on the new 
man.” 


Did you ever stop to think of the 
simplicity of Christianity? If we 
ponder this fact, it may even appear 
terrifying. We would normally ex- 
pect just the opposite. We certainly 
find plenty of complications and food 
for thought in the study of pagan 
religious systems. How true this is 
when we go into the labyrinthine ways 
of Oriental cults. There seems to be 
no end of the confusion of Shintoism. 
All the more so in Taoism. Certainly 
Buddha and Confucius could keep a 
scholar occupied for a lifetime. Mo- 
hammed and the Koran are most in- 
volved. So, too, is the system of Israel 
and the Talmud. 

If this is true of these so-called 
religions, what would we expect in 
Christianity? For here we have the 
final revelation of God to man. We 
have the relationship of man to his 
Creator. Here the finite meets the In- 
finite. Man looks up into the face 
of God and God looks into the soul of 
man. Yet, all this study and relation- 


ship can be understood and adequately 
comprehended by a normal child. And, 
paradoxical as it may seem, here too 
we have enough to occupy the minds of 
the greatest scholars for a lifetime. 
The great St. Augustine spent a great 
part of his life meditating and writing 
on things Christian. St. Bonaventure 
and St. Thomas Aquinas never finished 
their Christian studies, even after a full 
life of application. In more modern 
times the Oxonian convert, Cardina! 
Newman, with his brilliant mind, was 
constantly finding something new to 
admire in Christianity. However, in 
spite of its profundity, Christianity 
is essentially very simple. It must 
needs be so, for it is to be embraced 
by the very young and the very simple. 

And, this being so, we can easily 
understand the importance and neces- 
sity of personal sanctification. “Put 
you on the new man,” St. Paul says in 
to-day’s Epistle. There are no qualifi- 
cations here. Paul declares it to be so. 
On his way to Damascus, as a fanatical 
Jew to arrest there the little band of 
believers in Christ, he was struck down 
from his horse. A vision of light flashed 
about him. Its intensity blinded him 
and left him prostrate on the ground. 
But in that fall, and in the vision of 
light, Paul heard the voice of the 
Gentle Master: “Saul Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou Me? It is hard for you 
to kick against the goad.” And he saw 
something that with his later prayers 
changed his whole life. He saw the 
vision, and came to a realization of 
the significance of the Mystical Body 
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of Christ in the world. He saw there 
that “we are members one of another.” 
Christ is the Head, we are the members; 
Christ is the trunk of the tree, we are 
the branches. Christ is the great cen- 
tral dynamo of power and light, we are 
the recipients. This is one spiritual 
body; Christ is its spiritual head. Now 
this does not seem to be nor is it too 
profound to be easily understood. 

In the physical body of man we know 
how closely related are the different 
members. So do we know how es- 
sential is the head, and what an im- 
portant part it plays in the life of the 
body. The welfare of any one member 
is at once reflected on all the other 
members. And the head is certainly 
concerned about it. A toothache or a 
broken leg at once casts its shadow over 
the rest of the body. There is an action 
and general reaction all over the body. 


ACTION AND REACTION IN 
MYSTICAL BODY 


So, too, in the Mystical Body there is 
action and reaction. Any infection in 
any member is at once reflected in the 
other members. And at once the Head 
goes to work to correct the evil wrought. 
Thus, the life of a Saint casts its bene- 
dictions in all parts of the Mystical 
Body. The sufferings, prayers, and 
sacrifices of a St. Francis Xavier were 
felt all over the then Christian world. 
He may have been in Goa, India, talk- 
ing to the unclean elite in a large church 
of that city; but his words echoed and 
reverberated in the regal court of King 
John of Portugal. He may have been 
kneeling while writing to his Superior 
Ignatius in Europe, but his simple and 
humble words have found profound re- 
actions, wherever priests have lived and 
worked sincerely for their people in 
unity with and love for their Superiors. 
An Ignatius, an Augustine, a Berea, 
Stepinac, Mindtszenty, Byrne, Ford 
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or Paschang, have their reactions among 
the members of the Mystical Body, of 
which they are members. Perhaps very 
often the prayer of a little child, close 
to the Gentle Master, will sustain the 
work of a great Cardinal. And the 
prayer of a saintly Cardinal may ease 
the soul of a lowly member of that 
Mystical Body into the bosom of God 
on the last day. Such things as these 
happen in symbol in the physical body; 
so all the more certainly they must 
happen in fact in the body spiritual. 
This being so, it is most vitally in- 
cumbent on each of us that we should 
strive to be most perfect. We should 
strive daily, hourly, and always for 
our own personal sanctification. The 
Gentle Master has said: “I have left 
you an example; that you be perfect, 
even as I am perfect.” And it is so 
easy. It isso simple. There is nothing 
involved or profound in it at all. A 
child could and does understand it all. 
After Paul had seen the vision of light 
on the way to Damascus, the burden of 
his preaching was simple. “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, that you give 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God, your reasonable serv- 
ice.” There was no compromise with 
the world in this modus vivendi. You 
can remember that Christ told us some- 
thing very similar: “If anyone will 
come after Me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross daily and follow Me.” 
Of course, following in the footsteps of 
the Gentle Master means love and sacri- 
fice: love that prepares the heart for 
sacrifice that confirms the heart in love. 
That was the way Paul lived. Just 
the Cross and Paul! He understood 
that without Christ there would be no 
cross; and without the cross there would 
be no redemption—neither for the hu- 
man race nor for Paul. So he says: “I 
preach Christ and Christ crucified.” 
He sanctified himself. He became a 
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man of great energy for eternity. Every 
moment of his life was dedicated to his 
people and his God. He had cast his 
destiny in the protecting arms of God’s 
Providence—simple indeed, but so sub- 
lime. 

As the years passed and with their 
passing, Paul’s soul became more per- 
fect, more resplendent, like the base of 
an old crucifix Kissed to perfection. He 
could well say: “I live now, no not I, 
but Christ liveth in me.” The Master 
was his supreme thought. The burn- 
ing fires of His Sacred Heart set the 
heart of Paul in flame. And when as 
an old man in the Mamertine prison in 
Rome he awaited execution—though 
weary, worn, and nearly  blind—he 
could exclaim: “By the grace of God I 
am what I am, and the grace of God in 
me has not been in vain.” 

Now, what could be more simple than 
this simplified royal road to salvation? 
And what could be more profound than 
the divine forces working together for 
its consummation? All this is the 
simple and profound daily working and 
function of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. 

We all hope and strive to keep in the 
state of grace. We know what we must 
do to keep so. Therefore, let us do just 


that. It is so important perhaps to so 
many souls unknown to us. The one 
most important thing in our daily lives 
is our personal sanctification. We may 
not know it or recognize it, but we 
can’t help but influence others. We can 
derive life or degradation from our 
words and lives. Let there be no half- 
way measures then. Let us become 
captains of our own souls and masters 
of our own destiny. “Get behind me, 
Satan.” We cannot have fellowship 
with him. Let our wills be attuned to 
the divine will of God the Father; let 
our intellects be filled with the truths 
of the natural law-and the profound 
beauties of the Divine Law. Let no 
lies or half-truths be in that intellect. 
Let it be the temple of light and truth. 
Let our hearts be filled with clean love 
of our fellow-men, that will bind us 
closely to the Gentle Master by a 
golden chain that only His sacred 
fingers can forge. 

Turn back from all that savors of 
this world. Let us put on the wedding 
garment of God’s love; let those sacred 
words of St. Paul echo and reverberate 
in our souls: “Be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind, and put on the new man, 
who according to God is created in 
justice and holiness of truth.” 


Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Christian Way of Life 


“Brethren: see to it that you walk with care; not as unwise but as wise, mak- 
ing the most of your time, because the days are evil” (Ephes., v. 15). 


SYNOPSIS: 
i. The ways of life much spoke n of 
(1) Our way of life. 
(2) Democratic way of life. 
(3) The American way of life. 
I]. Christian way of life transcends all 


these. 


(1) Taught by St. Paul. 
(2) Lived by St. Paul. 
(3) He persevered till the end in this 
way of life. 
IIT. Conclusion: We should and can do the 
same. 
(1) Only truly happy way of life. 
(2) Truly the happy way of death. 
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We have heard a great deal in these 
recent years about “our way of life,” 
“our Democratic way of life,” “our 
American way of life.” But two thou- 
sand years ago the great St. Paul out- 
lined “the Christian way of life.” It 
was vital in his day and very much to 
the point. And he was a very intellec- 
tual man, profoundly and increasingly 
spiritual. Beyond and transcending all 
this he was inspired by the Holy Spirit 
in what he wrote. He was a part of 
Divine Revelation, an important por- 
tion of the deposit of faith. Wherefore, 
when he gives his people at Ephesus a 
way of Christian life, you may be sure 
by the same token he is giving us one. 
One that is just as essential and neces- 
sary for us as it was for his Christians 
of two thousand years ago. Worldly 
times certainly change and men change 
with them; but Christ and His truth are 
ever the same—unchangeable and im- 
mutable, vital and eternal. 

“Brethren, see that you walk with 
care,” he says. Our lives are not meant 
to be things without purpose or lived 
without plan. We must be careful of 
our every step. A sparrow cannot fall 
without the knowledge of God. The 
very hairs of our heads are numbered. 
The Gentle Master so has informed us. 
Over us and our lives, as individuals 
and as parts of the human race, God 
has placed an over-all strategy. We 
all have a part to play. It may be very 
humble and seem to us to be insignifi- 
cant, but such is not the case. Our 
friends and neighbors, and even those 
of our own household, may so think— 
but not God. He is making of time a 
picture for all eternity. And we are 
a part of that picture, each one of us. 

Let us imagine a master tapestry. 
God is the master weaver. And, as the 
material weaver of tapestries, He stands 
behind the tapestry, weaving through 
all the myriad seconds, minutes, hours, 
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days and years of time. It will not 
be finished till Judgment Day. And the 
complete picture and design will not be 
known till that time. But each one of 
us is a thread in that tapestry. We 
‘an enhance its beauty or we can mar 
its first design. If we do not corre- 
spond with the gentle touch of God's 
fingers, we may be a defective or a 
broken thread. And just to the meas- 
ure of our defect will the final work 
have a flaw. Thus, we in our daily 
lives must “walk with care.” 

LIVING AS WISE, NOT UNWISE 

So, too, we must live by the wisdom 
of Christ, and not by the false philoso- 
phies of the world. We must walk “not 
as unwise, but as wise.” We are going 
this way but once, and none of us 
knows the day nor the hour when the 
curtain of life shall be rung down 
upon us. We must take time by the 
forelock. Paul warns: ‘We must live 
making the most of our time.” 

And why? He tells us: “Because the 
days are evil.” From the fall of Adam 
the days have been evil, and they shall 
continue to be evil until time is no 
more. We shall ever have our fallen 
nature to reckon with. We shall always 
have a weakened will and an intellect 
clouded by lies, false and subversive 
philosophies, and half-truths. Beating 
in our bosoms ever shall be hearts sus- 
ceptible to the unclean and lascivious 
loves of the world. And together with 
all this we shall be constantly as- 
sailed by the devil. He has sworn 
eternal enmity to Christ and all He 
stands for, who in the shadows of the 
Cross must have mocked the dying 
Master: “Son of God, you may die for 
the immortal souls of men but I will 
snatch them from your dying fingers.” 
St. Peter has warned us: “Be sober 
and watch, for your adversary, the 
devil, like a roaring lion goeth about 
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this world seeking whom he may de- 
vour.”” These are indeed strong words, 
but they are only too true. 

However, we need not fear or be 
afraid. If we ourselves so desire and 
plan, no power of earth or hell can harm 
us. We shall be daily beset by the 
machinations and chicanery of “the 
world, the flesh, and the devil.” But as 
the Gentle Master told St. Paul: “My 
grace is sufficient for you.”” We can't 
stand alone: “Without Me you can do 
nothing.” But with His help we ean 
win final victory and bring our life 
to a triumphant ending. 


THE EXAMPLE OF ST. PAUL 

Indeed, St. Paul not only teaches us 
and points out the way, but he has given 
us a living example of the Christian way 
of life. By the grace of God that 
touched his soul so deeply in the vision 
of light he saw on the way to Damascus, 
Paul ceased to be the fanatical Jew, 
hating Christ and Christians. Nay 
more, he became perhaps the greatest 
missionary of all time. Much he 
preached and suffered; much he prayed 
and sacrificed. Among some of his 
sufferings he related these to his be- 
loved “From the Jews 
five time I received forty lashes less 


Corinthians: 


one. Thrice was I scourged, once I was 
stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a 
night and a day I was adrift in the sea; 
from 
floods, in perils from robbers, in perils 
from my own nation, in perils from the 
Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils 


in journeyings often, in_ perils 


in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils from false brethren, in labor 
and hardships, in many sleepless nights, 
in hunger and in thirst, in fastings of- 
ten, in cold and nakedness.” Certainly 
we have here a veritable Via Dolorosa. 
Yet, this was the living example he 
“And I beseech you, there- 
your 


gave us. 


fore, brethren, that you give 


bodies a living sacrifice, holy and pleas- 
ing to God, your reasonable service.” 
This was the living example Paul has 
left us—his royal road to perfection. 

And as he has done, so can we do 
with the grace of God. ‘The days are 
evil.” So all the more should we strive 
for perfection. “Be ye perfect as I am 
perfect,” the Master has asked us. 
And you may be sure He would not 
ask of us the impossible. The world 
has nothing enduring or satisfying to 
offer us. In faet, it ridicules us and all 
we stand for as Christians. In so many 
parts of the world to-day it is sparing 
no effort to end all Christianity and 
Christian chivalry. Christ and the 
Christian way of life is anathema to 
these people, so, like St. Paul, let us 
carry on in spite of them. 

And the first step in such a campaign 
is the purifying of our own soul. The 
putting of our own house in order is 
the logical way to bring order into the 
world. We must be as Paul and live 
by and with Christ. It will be a con- 
tinual struggle, but if we live day by 
day and make each day perfect, we 
ean do it. “If any man will come after 
Me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross daily and follow Me.” We have 
the example of the worldlings who 
deny themselves so much for so many 
years that they may gain wealth or 
arthly position. We know of the un- 
counted millions who drag out a half- 
starved existence in labor and prison 
camps under the hammer and sickle, 
with no reward but the lash or red-hot 
lead from the slavemaster’s gun. But 
our reward is great, incomprehensibly 
so; not only in heaven, but right here 
on this earth. There is no joy like that 
of a clean and clear conscience. There 
is no satisfaction that can compare with 
that of a day well spent in the service 
of the Master. 

He has told of this joy, satisfaction, 
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and peace. “My peace I leave with 
you, My peace I give unto you. Not 
as the world giveth do I give. And 
your peace no man shall take from 
you.” There is no person or power on 
this earth that can so promise and so 
fulfill. 

And all this is so easy to accomplish. 
It means doing the little things of life 
well. It does not mean that we must 
be heroic. It means that we shall he 
perfectly balanced men in a spiritual 
The soul will be clothed in the 
beautiful garment of God’s love—sanc- 
tifying grace. We shall ever strive to 
fill our intellect with 
truths. And by daily practice we shall 
have wills of steel, unbending before 
the storms and temptations of life. 

We are soldiers of Jesus Christ. We 
have a tremendous birthright of Chris- 
tian chivalry to protect, to live and to 
Let us not 


seuse. 


God’s_ eternal 


pass down to our children. 


sully with evil lives this great gift of 
the ages of Faith. So many others 
have so lived—yes, untold millions of 
them. If other men and women can 
walk in the footsteps of the Gentle 
Master, so can I. 

Paul, as the shadows of life were 
lengthening and as he awaited execu- 
tion, could look over a life well spent 
since the Master called him to His serv- 
ice. He well knew the source of his 
strength and spiritual power. Thus he 
meditated: “By the grace of God, I am 
what I am; and His grace in me has 
not been in vain.” And he was not 
boasting when at that same time he 
mused: “I have fought the good fight; 
I have finished the course; I have kept 
the faith. For the rest, there is set for 
me a crown of glory; not only for me, 
but for all who have delighted in His 
coming.” That truly was the Christian 





way of life. 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 


The King and His Kingdom 


“Art thou a king then? Jesus answered: Thou sayest that I am a king. 


For this 


was I born, and for this came I into the world; that I should give testimony to 
the truth” (John, xviii. 37). 


SYNOPSIS: 


I. The closing hours of Christ’s life. 
(1) Shadow of Cross upon Him. 
(2) Pilate and the mock tral. 
(3) In this setting He proclaimed Him- 
self King. 
II. All this seeming 
Christ’s previous earthly life. 
(1) Bethlehem, Nazareth and _ public 
life. 
IIT. But He 
Kingdom. 
(1) Not an earthly one. 
(2) In soul of man—the Garden of God. 


IV. For this He 


this way we serve. 


contradiction to 


was a King and did have a 


was born a King. and in 
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The closing tragic hours of Christ's 
earthly life had arrived. The shadows 
of the Cross were lengthening over His 
sacred body, and the imprint of the in- 
famous gibbet would soon be etched 
upon His torn and bleeding shoulders. 
Gethsemane and its agony were behind 
Him. He had freely taken upon Him- 
self the sins of mankind—all of the 
least and the most He had 
taken over all the countless rebellions 
of man from the first Adam to the last 
man who would stand upon this earth 
before the General Judgment—that 
solitary man “withering away with fear 


heinous. 
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and expectation of what was to come 
to pass.” Those hours in Gethsemane, 
while night was swinging through its 
silent and solemn course, had been 
filled with horrors too awful and terrible 
for man to adequately comprehend. 
Only the Gentle Master could know 
their terror: “My soul is sorrowful even 
unto death; stay you here and watch 
with Me awhile.” But His weary 
apostles were heedless of His pleading. 
They slept. They left Him alone in His 
agony. In pleading to His Father, He 
asked: “Father, if it is possible, let this 
chalice pass from Me. But not My will 
but Thine be done.” And so the Agony 
drew on. It was ended only by the ap- 
proach of Judas, his betrayal by his 
traitorous kiss. 


WHEN CHRIST PROCLAIMED. 

HIMSELF KING 

In a short time Christ, bound and 
hounded by His own people, found Him- 
self before Pilate. It was the mock 
trial, the most shameful and unjust in 
all time. In the dark shadows then of 
this setting, the Gentle Master chose to 
be proclaimed a King. “Art Thou a 
king then?” It was Pilate who asked. 
The Jews had falsely accused that He 
would cause an insurrection, and op- 
pose the power of Rome and Cesar. 
And let us not forget that this ac- 
cusation was made in the face of 
the fact that Christ had proposed 
to do just the opposite. Asked by 
the scheming Jews if it were “lawful to 
give tribute to Cesar or not,” the Mas- 
ter answered: “Render therefore to 
Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 
Christ wished nothing from Cesar. But 
He did state that God had certain and 
well-defined prerogatives. These, the 
Jews and Cesar must recognize, accept, 
and keep sacred: “Render to God the 
things that are God’s.” 

And to Pilate’s question Christ was 


most explicit: “Thou sayest that 1 am 
a king. For this I was born; and for 
this I came unto the world, that I 
should give testimony to the truth.” 
Thus, in the midst of false accusations 
—while the shadows of the Cross were 
upon Him, amid the cruel and lying 
shouts of the multitude—our Gentle 
Master proclaimed His kingship. Over 
the heads and shoulders of all those 
little and unclean actors at the mock 
trial would ever reign the great majes- 
tic form of Christ the King. No con- 
trast could be greater. No setting for 
a coronation could be more moving or 
dramatic. His staff would be a shaking 
reed; His crown would be a crown of 
thorns; but He would forever be a King. 
All ages would so proclaim Him. 

And taking Christ literally, this same 
Pilate was to be the first to name Him 
as king. He wrote above the Cross: 
“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 
In Latin, Greek, and Hebrew this title 
was written. It was carried to Calvary; 
and there it was nailed to the top of the 
Cross, that all might see and under- 
stand that He was dying for mankind. 
Of course, the Jews objected most 
strenuously to Pilate. But his simple 
answer was complete and final: “What 
I have written, I have written.” He had 
proclaimed Christ as king; and so He 
was, and so He shall remain for all 
eternity. 

DECLARATION OF DOGMA 

BY PIUS XI 

What Pope Pius XI was destined to 
do in 1925 was to publish to the world 
what was already a fact—the Kingship 
of Christ. And in that year, over 
twenty-five years ago, kings were be- 
coming daily more unpopular; that is, 
earthly kings were. Their crowns were 
falling on all sides, and their thrones 
unoccupied in ever-growing numbers. 
The Holy Father was not talking polit- 
ically. He was not coming out for or 
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supporting monarchy as opposed to 
other forms of government. He was not 
interested in the polities or political 
philosophy of the world. He was not 
meddling in secular governments. But 
he was reasserting what Christ Himself 
had most solemnly proclaimed before 
a pagan governor and a mocking mob: 
“T am a King. For this I was born.” 

At the time when Pius XI proclaimed 
the Kingship of Christ, much contro- 
versy and criticism was aroused. So 
many thought and said that all this was 
a seeming contradiction to Christ's 
previous earthly life, that now with 
crowns toppling on all sides it was use- 
less and inopportune to so name our 
Gentle Master. It was neither fitting, 
opportune, or proper to bring this mat- 
ter up at all. 

WHILE CHRIST WAS ON EARTH 

HE SHUNNED REGAL TRAPPINGS 

And people of this mind pointed out 
the circumstances of Christ’s birth. 
They turned to the cave hidden in the 
hillside at Bethlehem. There amid poor 
dumb animals, a babe was wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a man- 
ger. The shepherds came to adore in 
wonderment, and wise men came from 
afar to offer gifts to Him. And the 
angels sang in joy God’s glory and an- 
nounced that “this day to you a Saviour 
is born.” But in all this there was 
little that was regal. There were no 
trappings of palaces, there was no title 
of empires, there was no flood of gold. 
It was poverty, humility, and earthly 
obscurity. 

And so, too, during the thirty long 
years of Nazareth. Nothing in the little 
home where Christ lived with Joseph 
and Mary smacked of royalty. There 
was no regal splendor or royal feasts. 
There were no lords and ladies in wait- 
ing. No golden trumpets sounded the 
signal for kingly games or hunts. No 
The 


indeed, all was just the opposite. 
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home at Nazareth was the home of a 
laborer. In it, too, was the shop of the 
carpenter where the growing boy, 
Jesus, and the man Christ toiled long 
and hard hours. There, too, was the 
humble pallet where the weary Christ 
took His nightly sleep and rest. So, 
far from the praising and flattering 
voices of men, He lived for thirty years. 
Those were not the usual surroundings 
of kings. 

So, too, in the three years of His pub- 
lic life we find much of effacement and 
humility, but very little that could sug- 
gest a King as He walked among His 
people. He preached in fields, at cross- 
roads, in villages. His work was largely 
among the lowly and unnamed people 
of His day. He loved little children. 
He was conscious of and suffered with 
the afflicted. 
the soul 


He was much concerned 
tortures and 
depression of the sinner. He spent 
many nights in the open or in a hillside 
wood, alone in prayer: “He spent the 
entire night in the prayer of God.” On 
days without end He exhausted Him- 
self preaching to multitudes of unlet- 
tered people. He knew their hearts and 
suffered with them, as each bore his 
He was of- 
ten without shelter or rest or even food 
or water. Thus, He could say: “The 
foxes have holes and the birds nests; 
but the Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His head.” This routine was any- 
thing but the usual modus vivendi of a 
king. Yet, it was the way our Gentle 
Master choose to live, and did live. 


with inevitable 


personal burden of sorrow. 


CHRIST’S KINGDOM IS 

A SPIRITUAL ONE 

Nevertheless, He was a king, and did 
have a kingdom. Of this He spoke 
many times: “My Kingdom is not of 
this world.” His Kingdom is not a poli- 
tical empire to be managed and maneu- 
vered by the machinations and chican- 


ery of men. It concerns itself with 
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material things only in so far as the 
material is a help or an obstacle to the 
spiritual. It does not necessarily need 
great publie buildings. It is not akin 
to the powerful political State. It needs 
not legions of soldiers nor are the steps 
of marching military men heard in its 
realm. Christ was a king, yes, but His 
Kingdom was not of this world. 

No, that Kingdom of Christ was in 
the soul of man—in the souls of men 
everywhere, always until the end of 
time. Wherever that soul is found, 
there too the Kingdom of Christ strives 
to spread His Kingship. And all this 
regardless of man’s nationality or the 
present government under which he 
may be living. That soul of man is the 


Garden of God, and in that garden He 
would have His Kingship supreme and 
all-embracing. 

“Going, therefore, teach ye all na- 
tion; baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have told you. 
And behold I am with you all days, 
even to the consummation of the 
world.” So spoke the Gentle Master 
to His Apostles and leaders. He would 
have all men come under the beneficent 
blessings of His kingly leadership, 
grace, and inspiration. For this He was 
born; and for this may we spend our 
days in loyal service and obedience 
Viva Cristo Re! 


1101 











The Gutenberg Bible 


By PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


L, WOULD delight the heart of 
John Gutenberg, the inventor of print- 
ing, to know that a copy of his first 
printed work, the now famous Guten- 
berg Bible, was last year carried across 
the Atlantic in an airplane to become 
the treasured possession of some Ameri- 
ean bibliophile. During his life Guten- 
berg was always on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy as far as we can determine from 
the documents that survive. He would 
have been a fabulously rich man if he 
could have sold the forty-six surviving 
copies of his first edition of the Bible 
for the prices at which they are valued 
to-day. The enterprising American pub- 
lisher who brought to light this latest 
copy of the Gutenberg Bible, known as 
the Shuckbrugh copy, gives us a hint 
that it will likely sell for a price little 
less than $200,000. Nor is this startling 
in view of the fact that the St. Paul 
copy, formerly the most precious jewel 
of a Benedictine abbey in a valley of 
the Carinthian Alps (now the treasured 
possession of the people of the United 
States), was acquired by Congress in 
1930 for $305,000. Thirteen of the 
forty-six copies that survive from an 
original edition of 210 copies now find 
a home in the United States. Dr. N.S. 
Rosenbach, the well-known antiquary 
of Philadelphia, gives it as his opinion 
that the next price of a mere paper copy 
of this rarest of books will be more 
than a million dollars. 

Does it seem irreverent to speak of 
buying and selling the Word? These 
copies of the Word have the value 
which book collectors give them, and 
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the price of an ancient book or manu- 
script is determined in large part by its 
importance and its rarity. On the occa- 
sion of the transfer of another copy of 
the Gutenberg Bible from Europe to 
America, Henry Stevens, the famous 
American bookdealer and_ bibliophile 
who lived most of his time in England, 
wrote to George Brinley of Hartford, 
Conn., to whom he had sold the second 
Gutenberg Bible to come to America: 
“Pray, Sir, ponder for a moment and 
appreciate the rarity and importance of 
this precious consignment from the Old 
World to the New. Not only is it the 
first Bible, but it is the first book ever 
printed. It was read in Europe half a 
century before America was discovered. 
Please suggest to your deputy that he 
uncover his head while in the presence 
of this great book. Let no custom house 
official or other man, in or out of au- 
thority, see it without first reverently 
raising his hat. It is not possible for 
many men to touch or even look upon a 
page of the Gutenberg Bible.” 


PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF THE 
GUTENBERG BIBLE 


This last sentence may not have been 
an exaggeration when it was written in 
1872, but it is very much of an exag- 
geration to-day, when more than 100,- 
000 Americans annually stop at a glass 
case in the Huntington Library, San 
Marino, Cal., and read the typewritten 
vard “The Gutenberg, or 42-line Bible. 
Printed by John Gutenberg, at Mainz, 
Germany, 1450-1455.”” Henry E. Hunt- 
ington, who has been styled “a blend 
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tradition and 
purchased this 


of English American 
enterprise,” splendid 
vellum copy of the Gutenberg Bible at 
a sale in New York City on April 24, 
1911, for the record price at that time 
of $50,000. Mr. Huntington transferred 
his treasured copy to San Marino in 
1923, and it is now to be seen in the 
Exhibition Hall of the Huntington Li- 
brary. In the words of Brother Claud- 
ius Antony, F.8.C., writing in The Mor- 
1934): “The 
‘dwards Huntington Library 
Gallery (is) an independent 


aga Cvarterly (Spring, 
Henr 

and A. 
and endowed institution dedicated to 
the state and the country the founder 
loved. The ‘Gutenberg’ was Mr. Hunt- 
ington’s favorite nothing 
pleased him more, when surrounded by 
his beautifully printed and beautifully 
bound books, illuminated manuscripts 
and incunabula, in the presence of a 
few friends, than to sit and turn the 
vellum leaves of the Gutenberg Bible. 


book, and 


‘This is heaven to me,’ he once re- 
marked to a very intimate friend, on an 
arly spring morning as he was showing 
him about the house, the library and 
the grounds of the San Marino estate. 
When Mr. Huntington was approached 
regarding an autobiography, he replied: 
‘This Library will tell the story. It rep- 
resents the reward of all the work I 
have ever done and the realization of 
much happiness.’ 
Certainly many 
copies, highly treasured by their own- 
ers, are accessible to the public. The 
visitor in New York City may see the 
New York Publie Library copy or the 
copy at the General Theological Semi- 
nary. The Scheide copy could be seen 
in Titusville, Pa., until recently, but 
the writer believes it has passed into 
other hands. Certainly the visitor in 
New England would, on proper applica- 
tion, be admitted to see the Melk copy 
now the property of Yale University. 


other Gutenberg 
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The traveller to Europe may have diffi- 
culty in being admitted to view the 
Berlin, the Leipzig, and the Fulda 
copies, but in England he will more 
readily gain admittance to view the 
Eton College copy, the Bodleian copy, 
or the two copies in the British Mu- 
seum. When he is in France he may see 
the copies in the Bibliotheque Nation- 
ale, and in Rome he can be authorized 
to view the Vatican copy. 


LIFE OF JOHN GUTENBERG 
CLOUDED IN OBSCURITY 


The life of John Gutenberg, the man 
whose work now stirs the interest and 
the cupidity of bibliophiles, is clouded 
in deep obscurity. We know nothing of 
his personality, the time and place of 
his invention, and particularly the part 
he personally took in the production of 
the printed works that have come down 
to us from his period. All that is known 
of his youth, says one writer, is that he 
vas not in Mainz in 1430, though a 
number of authorities agree that he was 
born in that city about 1400 and died 
there in 1467 or 1468. From a strictly 
historical standpoint there is no evi- 
dence that he was born or that he died. 
A claim entered on February 28, 1468, 
states that John Gutenberg did not own 
certain printing materials at the time 
of his death; we are left to conjecture 
that he died shortly before the date of 
the claim. Winship (‘Printing in the 
Fifteenth Century,’ University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 1940) tells us that 
only once during the last twenty-five 
years of his life is there a record which 
shows Gutenberg actually present in 
the flesh. Despite this lack of docu- 
mentary evidence, it is possible to com- 
pile a satisfactory account of his im- 
portant doings for most of the time 
from 1448 to 1460. 

John Gutenberg was the inventor of 
printing in the modern understanding of 
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that art. The evidence is overwhelming. 
The great weight of authority is with 
Gutenberg, while certain fantastic 
theorists cling to their support of Cos- 
ter. Expert research has thrown much 
light on the printed works connected 
with the name of Gutenberg, and has 
established definitely the nature of his 
invention. Students have examined the 
earliest Gutenberg productions, the 
“Poem of the Last Judgment” and the 
“Calendar for 1448,” and have found 
that he effected substantial improve- 
ments in methods of printing and its 
technical auxiliaries, 
printer’s ink and in the building of 
printing presses. 


especially in the 


WHERE GUTENBERG EXCELLED 
HIS CONTEMPORARIES 


The art of letter-cutting and the use 
of the die were common knowledge in 
Gutenberg’s time, and writing had been 
reproduced in manifold by means of 
woodcuts as early as the beginning of 
the fifteenth Gutenberg’s 
process did not stop here; it is his 


century. 


peculiar distinction that he multiplied 
metal molds. 
Gutenberg 


types in 
printed by 


the separate 
“The works 
plainly prove that the types used in 
them were made by a casting process 
fundamentally the same as the method 
of casting by hand in vogue to-day. 

In addition to this technical process 
found 
problem 


founding, Gutenberg 


confronted with a 


of type 
himself 
hardly less difficult, namely, the copy- 
ing of the beautiful calligraphy found 
in the books of the fifteenth century. . . 
Even in the earliest types he made 
(e.g., in the ‘Calendar for 1448’), we 
can recognize not only the splendid re- 
production of the actual forms of the 
original handwriting, but also the ex- 
tremely artistic remodelling of individ- 
ual letters necessitated by technical re- 
quirements” (The Catholic Encyclo- 
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pedia, VII, p. 91). No printer in the fif- 
teenth century was able to match his 
work, and it becomes easy for the stu- 
dent to assign certain masterpieces to 
the only man capable of producing 
them. Particularly is this true of the 
two Bible and the two Psalter types. In 
the magnificent design and in the tech- 
nical preparation of the Psalter in 1457, 
writes his biographer Wallau, we recog- 
nize the pure, ever-soaring inventive 
venius of Gutenberg which achieved so 
marked a technical improvement in the 
two-colored Psalter initials. 

The invention of Gutenberg should 
be classed with the greatest events in 
the history of the world. Printing 
caused a revolution in the development 
of culture through offering a most effec- 
tive medium for disseminating the 
treasures of the intellect. The rapid de- 
velopment of the sciences in modern 
times would have been impossible with- 
That Guten- 
berg’s art is an indispensable factor in 
the education of the people at large 
needs no demonstration. It would be 


out the art of printing. 


an extremely arduous process to con- 
duct the youngest pupil in our schools 
forward on the pathway to knowledge 
without the help of the printed text- 
books we are now able to place in his 
hands. It has been truly said that 
typography popularized culture and 
knowledge. So powerful is this medium 
that we must guard carefully against 
any abuse of it. 

The Bible was not the first printed 
work undertaken by Gutenberg. We 
have seen that he completed other 
pieces of printing before the date com- 
monly assigned to the Gutenberg Bible, 
1450-1456. But it is fortunate that he 
turned his attention to the Book of 
Books. Throughout the Middle Ages 
the monks in monasteries had devoted 
themselves to the transcription of the 


Bible. Every monastery tried to have 
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one or more copies, but the time and 
labor necessary to transcribe a single 
copy make it clear that very few mem- 
bers of the laity could have even a 
partial copy for themselves. 

In an essay, “The Bible in the Mid- 
dle Ages,” Father John Lenhart, 
O.F.M.Cap., one of the best authori- 
ties in our country on the Gutenberg 
Bible and its background, estimates the 
length of time necessary to write a 
single copy of the entire Bible. “The 
Latin Bible contains 3,229,768 letters. 
The Greek Bible numbers less letters— 
3,200,700. The translations into the 
European languages contain consider- 
ably more letters, owing to the auxili- 
ary verbs and the connectives. The 
English King James Version including 
the fourteen books of Apocrypha con- 
tains 4,725,356 letters. The German 
Lutheran translation, excluding the 
fourteen deuterocanonical books, num- 
bers 3,566,480 letters. Writing fifty let- 
ters a minute, copying a complete Eng- 
lish Bible will consume 1571 hours, or 
131 days of twelve hours. At the rate 
of one dollar an hour, a copy of the en- 
tire Bible will cost $1575 for labor 
alone, and more than $2000 if we add 
the cost of material. Most of the manu- 
scripts were not written at that speed; 
the precious codices we have with their 
artistic embellishments could not be 
written and painted within the period 
of a few years.” 


VULGATE TRANSCRIBED 400,000 
TIMES IN MIDDLE AGES 


Some years ago Dr. Walther calcu- 
lated the number of German handwrit- 
ten Bibles to be at least 3600, but the 
number of extant copies was only six 
per cent of this total. Father Lenhart 
is of the opinion that 400,000 copies of 
the Latin Bible had been transcribed in 
Kurope during the Middle Ages, but 
ninety-eight per cent of them have per- 
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ished. Printing supplied a compara- 
tively facile medium for multiplying 
copies of the Bible. The printing press 
could produce hundreds, even thou- 
sands, of copies with the labor repre- 
sented in one handwritten manuscript. 
Gutenberg began the realization of this 
possibility through his work, the first 
book printed for regular sale in the 
open market. He and the men who 
worked with him were masters of their 
craft, and the Bible they produced is a 
masterpiece. Gutenberg’s invention 
spread rapidly and met an enthusiastic 
reception in the centers of culture. The 
names of more than one thousand 
printers, mostly of German origin, have 
come down to us from the fifteenth 
century. We find these German printers 
at work also in Italy, France, and 
Spain. Many of them were pupils of 
Gutenberg, notably Mentel in Stras- 
burg (before 1460), Pfister in Bamberg 
(1461), Sweynheim in Subiaco and 
Rome (1464), and Johann von Speyer 
in Venice (1469). 

Before the year 1500 there were pub- 
lished ninety-four editions of the Bible 
in Latin, fifteen in German, eleven in 
Italian, two in Czech (Bohemian), one 
in French, and one in Spanish—a total 
of one hundred and twenty-four edi- 
tions and 62,000 copies or volumes. The 
rumblings of the religious upheaval of 
the sixteenth century did not restrict 
the activity of Catholic printers in pro- 
ducing more Bibles. A book census of 
1520 reveals that there were printed by 
that time one hundred and fifty-one 
editions in Latin, seventeen in German, 
seventeen in Italian, five in French, two 
in Czech, two in Greek, and one in 
Spanish, with a grand total of 133,000 
copies. This information is drawn from 
the essay of Father Lenhart; he empha- 
sizes the fact that all these copies con- 
tained the whole Bible and were printed 
by Catholie printers for Catholies. 
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It was in the year 1450 that Guten- 
berg entered upon the gigantic task of 
printing the first Latin Bible. Unfor- 
tunately, from the standpoint of an 
antiquarian, the first printed books 
were issued without notice of date and 
printer’s name. Bibliographers draw 
upon certain features of undated books 
to determine the date and/or the 
printer’s name. Two undated editions 
of the Latin Bible can claim the honor 
of being the products of Gutenberg’s 
printing activity. Several copies of 
each edition are still extant. These two 
editions are always styled from the 
number of lines in the columns of each 
page, the “36-line” and the “42-line” 
Bibles. We may now begin to distin- 
guish these two Bibles as B 36 and B 42, 
as Father Lenhart does. 


GUTENBERG’S ACHIEVEMENTS 
FORGOTTEN FOR TWO CENTURIES 


It seems incredible to us that the 
fame of the real originator of printing 
was shrouded in obscurity for a period 
of two hundred years, 1540 to 1740. The 
world had apparently lost sight of and 
completely forgotten his greatest works, 
the Gutenberg Bibles. Research schol- 
ars have found that the famous Cologne 
Chronicle of 1499 relates that Guten- 
berg had printed a Latin Bible in 1450. 
Apparently the authors of the Chron- 
icle knew of but one Gutenberg Bible. 
Writing in 1513, Trithemius adds noth- 
ing essential to the Chronicle statement 
of 1499. Over the next one hundred and 
twenty-seven years a few authors re- 
iterated the vague statement that a 
Latin Bible had been printed at Mainz 
in 1450, but they mention no existing 
copy and did not give the name of the 
printer. 

The first author to reveal knowledge 
of a Gutenberg Bible as still extant was 
C. G. Schwarz. His indefinite descrip- 
tion of it in 1740 does not make clear 
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which of the two Gutenberg Bibles he 
had in mind. Four years later G. L. O. 
Knoch writes of an actual copy of the 
Gutenberg 36-line Bible, but ascribes 
it to two German printers of Venice, 
1470-1480. In 1760 J. G. Schelhorn 
gives us an accurate description of a 
36-line Bible, of which he was the 
happy possessor. He knew nothing of 
the 42-line work and designated the 36- 
line work as the first printed Bible. 
This copy of Schelhorn is now preserved 
in the library at Stuttgart. But eight 
years previous to this find of Schelhorn, 
J. Oelrich had discovered and described 
a copy now preserved in the Royal Li- 
brary at Berlin, a 42-line Bible. The 
Berlinische Bibliothek contains notices, 
dated 1747, of the 42-line Bible at 
Berlin. The authors of this first de- 
scription conjectured rightly that this 
copy of the 42-line Bible was the oldest 
extant. As early as 1761 Gerhard 
Meermann recognized the two Guten- 
berg Bibles as two distinct editions, but 
failed to give credit to Gutenberg for 
the 36-line work. “According to his 
view,” writes Father Lenhart, “B 42 
must be regarded as the sole and unique 
Gutenberg Bible—as the Gutenberg 
Bible. In the course of time he gained 
many adherents.” 

The discovery of a second B 42 that 
was unearthed and described by G. Fr. 
de Bure in 1763 and, preserved in Car- 
dinal Mazarin’s library in Paris, at- 
tracted greater attention and became 
much better known than the Berlin 
copy, with the result that even scholars 
began to style Gutenberg’s work the 
Mazarin Bible. Succeeding finds of 
Gutenberg Bibles stirred great enthusi- 
asm among bibliographers and _ biblio- 
philes, and within a few decades some 
copies had passed through several 
hands. 

Eager search came upon other copies 
concealed for the most part beneath the 
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dust of monastery libraries. The B 42 
of the National Library at Paris was 
found in the Benedictine Library at 
Mainz; the B 36 now in the possession 
of the John Rylands Library at Man- 
chester, England, was previously a 
treasure of the Benedictine Library at 
Metten, Bavaria; and the B 42 of the 
Munich Library had quietly rested on 
the shelves of the Benedictine Library 
of Andechs, Bavaria, till 1803. The 
B 42 that eventually found its way to 
the Imperial Library in St. Petersburg 
in 1858 was originally the possession of 
the Monastery of the Augustinian 
Canons of Rottenbuch and became a 
choice item of plunder in the suppres- 
sion of that monastery. Two copies of 
B 42, likely spoils from suppressed 
French monasteries, were sold at auc- 
tion in Paris in 1792. This short ac- 
count of some surviving copies gives 
rise to the theory that many other 
copies lie secluded in certain monas- 
teries that have so far eluded the greedy 
hand of man. 

What is the date of publication of 
-ach of the two editions of Gutenberg’s 
Bible? Father Lenhart accepts the 
date 1450 for the B 42 and 1459 for the 
B 36. Pierce Butler (“The Origin of 
Printing in Europe,” University of Chi- 
cago Press, 1940, p. 75), who accepts 
the testimony that the B 36 is the older 
edition, comes to the conclusion that 
the B 42 “had certainly been published 
by 1455 and possibly much earlier.” 
The loans made by John Gutenberg 
bear the dates of 1450 and 1452, and it 
seems plausible that his work of pub- 
lishing the first Bible was nearing a 
conclusion in 1452 when he made the 
second loan. Laurence E. Tomlinson 
(“Gutenberg and the Invention of 
Printing,” Judd & Detweiler, Inc., 1938, 
pp. 36-37) is satisfied with a probable 
date for the beginning of the work of 
publication, but we note that he as- 
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sumes that the B 42 was published prior 
to the B 36. “Some time, probably in 
1455,” writes Tomlinson, “Gutenberg 
and his two partners (Fust and Schoef- 
fer) commenced work on the famous 
42-line Bible, frequently referred to as 
the Vulgate Bible, or the Mazarin 
Bible... . The next work of Gutenberg 
was the 36-line Bible, sometimes called 
the ‘Bamberg Bible,’ the ‘Schelhorn 
Bible,’ or the ‘Pfister Bible.’ Further 
research may reveal the exact dates of 
both editions, but we are considerably 
hampered by the fact previously noted 
that the first printed books were issued 
without date and without the printer's 
name.” 

Was the B 36 the first of the Guten- 
berg Bibles to be printed? This is a 
regularly recurring moot point among 
bibliographers. The first to raise the 
question was A. G. Masch in 1783. He 
had made a most minute comparison of 
many copies of each edition, and estab- 
lished the fact that B 36 and B 42 were 
actually the first printed Bibles. He re- 
frains from passing any judgment on 
the point of priority in time. Writing 
in The American Catholic Quarterly 
Review (October, 1914), Father Len- 
hart gives an exhaustive summary of 
the arguments on both sides. These ar- 
guments consist for the most part in 
matching plausibilities with plausibili- 
ties, but finally the noted bibliographer. 
Charles Dziatzko (d. 1903), gave the 
solution of the problem. It is based 
upon the insertion of the words “voca- 
tus est” in a text of Esdras, which 
makes the text read, “Ego vocatus est 
eduxl populum istum de servitute.” 
The printer of B 36 had overlooked the 
small division-mark in B 42 which 
pointed out that the words “vocatus 
est” belong to the previous chapter. 
Comparison of the two Bibles at this 
point makes the conclusion unavoidable 
that the B 36 printer had erroneously 
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drawn these words into the text of the 
following chapter. Only a string of 
chance coincidences could cancel out 
the positive value of this argument. 
Pierce Butler is persuaded that 
Dziatzko’s findings are erroneous. In- 
dependent studies seem to indicate, 
writes Butler, that neither of the two 
editions could have been set from the 
other, that both editions had certain 
corrupt passages, and that textual er- 
rors were actually quite common in 
manuscript Bibles of the period. 
Winship, however, agrees that there 
is sufficient proof of the priority of B 42 
in the fact that the typesetter of B 42 


omitted a few words between two pages 
and this omission is incorporated in the 
middle of a page by the typesetter of 
B 36. The only likely explanation is 
that he was working from a copy of 
B 42. Here we let the matter stand; the 
priority in time is still a moot point. 
Conflicting opinions about the data 
of publication and the order of editions 
cannot dim the glory of the Gutenberg 
Bible and the man who produced it. 
Gutenberg made himself a master of 
the printer’s art. His 42-line Bible, 
with its double columns of the stately 
Gothic type, its brilliant black ink, and 
its majestic margin, is his masterpiece. 
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UESTIONS ANswERED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M. 





Conditional Absolution and 
Onanists 


Question: Is it lawful and proper for 
a confessor always to give conditional 
absolution to penitents who have prac- 
tised contraception for a long period of 
time, even though they have ceased to 
do so for several weeks or months be- 
fore their confession? The reason 
alleged for this practice is that the con- 
fessor cannot be sure of the penitent’s 
dispositions in these cases, and to ab- 
solve without condition would be to run 
the risk of grave sin in administration 
of the Sacrament of Penance. 
READER. 


Answer: The case presented deals 
with habitual sinners and not with 
those who are termed recidivi, who 
have repeatedly failed to keep their 
purpose of amendment and the prom- 
ises made to the confessor. Neverthe- 
less, the answer to the specific question 
proposed will be the same for both 
classes. 

The practice described is not lawful 
or proper. It is not permitted either as 
a general rule or under all circum- 
stances to give conditional absolution. 
One of the offices of the confessor is 
that of judge, and as a consequence it 
is his obligation to come to a decision 
and to pronounce judgment absolutely. 
Theologians, therefore, rightly condemn 
the practice of always seeking to avoid 
difficulty, and of “taking the easy way 
out” by giving conditional absolution 
whenever there is some doubt concern- 
ing the penitent’s dispositions (Merkel- 
bach, “Summa Theologiz Moralis,” III, 


n. 619). What has been said of this 
practice in general is equally appli- 
cable to the case of the priest who 
always absolves conditionally those 
confessing a particular sin or type of 
sin. He is shirking his responsibility 
and failing to carry out his office of 
judge. 

If the confessor has a reasonable 
doubt as to whether or not there are 
present the dispositions requisite for 
absolution, he must endeavor so to dis- 
pose the penitent that the doubt is re- 
moved. If after these efforts have been 
made the doubt remains, conditional 
absolution can and should be given if 
otherwise the penitent would be liable 
to notable spiritual harm. Hence, a 
priest hearing the confession of a peni- 
tent who has not yet fulfilled his Easter 
duty should not refuse absolution be- 
cause he has a doubt concerning the 
penitent’s dispositions. Under the cir- 
cumstances he should absolve condi- 
tionally. To refuse absolution entirely 
would prevent reception of Paschal 
Communion and fulfillment of this 
grave precept, and would at times re- 
sult in the penitent’s unwillingness to 
return at all to the sacred tribunal. 
Another case in which conditional ab- 
solution would be justified is that of 
the penitent going to confession in 
preparation for marriage. Refusal of 
absolution would expose him to willful 
reception of the Sacrament af Matri- 
mony in the state of mortal sin, and in 
many instances would lead to the ad- 
ditional peril of a sacrilegious Com- 
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munion. Denying absolution leaves the 
penitent with the choice of committing 
these additional sins or of refusing to 
proceed with the marriage. The latter 
alternative is not likely to be chosen. 

As a general rule, then, absolution 
is to be given unconditionally. If the 
penitent is certainly indisposed, he may 
If the sufficiency of 
his dispositions is doubtful, and grave 
harm may result from refusal of ab- 
solution, he may be and should be ab- 
solved conditionally. The confessor, 
however, may not resort to conditional 
absolution unless the above circum- 
stances are present, and until he has 
made a sincere effort to form a definite 
judgment concerning the dispositions 
of the particular penitent and to ex- 
cite him to sufficient sorrow for sin in 
so far as that proves possible. 


not be absolved. 


Informing the Penitent of 
Conditional Absolution 

Question: If the confessor finds it 
necessary to give absolution condi- 
tionally, should he inform the penitent 
of the fact? 

READER. 

Answer: It is difficult to see what good 
will be accomplished by giving this 
information to the penitent, but a great 
deal of harm can be foreseen. If the 


solution only conditionally because the 
confessor doubts the presence of the 
requisite sorrow, he will leave the eon- 
fessional not knowing whether he has 
really been forgiven or not. He will 
likewise be uncertain as to whether he 
may receive Holy Communion or not. 

The net result of giving such infor- 
mation will be to throw upon the peni- 
tent the duty of deciding whether or 
not he merits absolution and is truly 
a responsibility that is proper 
The rare instance in 


forgiven 
to the ¢onfessor. 
which the imparting of the information 
may bestir a person to greater sorrow 
will not justify the far more frequent 
vases in which the penitent will be left 
in a state of confusion and anxiety re- 
garding his state of soul and the law- 





fulness of his receiving the other Sac- 
raments. If the confessor, therefore, 
deems it necessary to give conditional 
absolution because of doubtful dispo- 
sitions, he should not tell the penitent 
that the Sacrament has been imparted 
conditionally. 


W hat Condition Should Be Used? 


Question: If absolution is given con- 
ditionally because of doubt with re- 
gard to the penitent’s dispositions, what 
condition should the confessor use? 
Must it be expressed verbally when 
imparting absolution? 
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Answer: The purpose of giving any 
Sacrament conditionally is to protect 
it from the irreverence of an invalid 
administration, and at the same time 
to provide so far as possible for the 
spiritual good of the person receiving 
it: Hence it is that in doubt concern- 
ing the fact or the validity of a pre- 
vious baptism, we baptize conditionally. 
In like manner, when there is doubt 
as tO an unconscious person’s intention 
of receiving a Sacrament, it is given 
conditionally because in an adult the 
intention is needed for valid reception. 

If the minister’s doubt concerns only 
the recipient’s dispositions and not any 
of the requisites for valid reception of 
the Sacrament, it should be conferred 
absolutely. For example, a priest is 
called to the home of an unconscious 
dying Catholic who has not been faith- 
ful in the practice of his religion. The 
priest knows with certainty that this 
Catholic has the habitual intention of 
receiving the Last Sacraments when 
death is near, but the priest also has 
a solid doubt as to whether the dying 
person is truly sorry for his sins. In 
this case the Sacrament of Extreme 
Unction should be administered ab- 
solutely. If the Sacrament were made 
dependent upon the dispositions of the 
sick man (si tu dispositus es), and the 
requisite dispositions are not actually 


present at the time of anointing, the 
Sacrament is invalid because the at- 
tached condition is not then verified. 

As a result, even though the dying 
man should later recover conscious- 
ness and become properly disposed, the 
Sacrament would produce none of its 
effects because it was not really con- 
ferred upon him. On the other hand, 
if the anointing were absolute and there- 
fore validly administered, the subse- 
quent attainment of the necessary dis- 
positions would lead to revival of the 
Sacrament and the infusion of sancti- 
fying grace into the soul. 

The Sacrament of Extreme Unction 
has been used as an example because, 
together with the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance, it is most likely to present us 
with the need and occasion for con- 
ditional administration. However, we 
may set down and should follow in 
practice the general rule that the Sacra- 
ments are never to be administered 
under the condition st dispositus es, 
but only with the condition si capaz es. 
In this way the Sacrament will not be 
given invalidly and the recinient de- 
prived of its fruits because of a present 
lack of sufficient dispositions. This is 
said without pronouncing on the greater 
or lesser probability of the revival of 
the Sacrament of Penance, which is a 
matter of dispute. 








The standard of excellence. 
cost, consistent with perfect work. De- 


MANITOWOC PEWS 


Moderate 


signs from the most simple to the most 
ornate. 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN, DEPT. R 





1118 












YOU HAVE THE BEST 
WHEN YOU WEAR 


cfoomey 
CLERIC-COLLAR 


SHIRTFRONTS 
AND 


RABATS 









MILITARY STYLE 





Best Because... 


there is a specific model for every popular 
collar style and size — You get exact fit — 











materials and workmanship are high grade — PLAIN-NECK 

You get a handsome product — STYLE 
STANDARD 

the collar bands are guaranteed not to wilt PR 


from perspiration — You will always look trim 
in a Toomey front — 


MODEL 


and the price is low because we share our 
savings from volume production with you. 





Our new De Luxe Shirtfronts have elastic arm- 
straps and waistband. Standard models have 
waist tie-strings. 
DELUXE CLERIC-COLLAR 
MODEL 


R BUY THEM FROM YOUR FAVORITE RELIGIOUS GOODS 
Sooo SUPPLIER ANYWHERE IN UNITED STATES OR CANADA 


R. J. TOOMEY COMPANY 


8 GRAFTON STREET, WORCESTER, MASS. 






1119 


oh Re RW 





Ps ee ees 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





The condition si capax es will em- 
brace all of the requisites for valid ad- 
ministration so far as the recipient is 
concerned. Nevertheless, there are cer- 
tain specific conditions which, accord- 
ing to the law of the Church, are to be 
expressed verbally. It may be well to 
mention these in passing. When bap- 
tizing, if one is doubtful whether a per- 
son has already been validly baptized, 
he is to add the condition si non bapti- 
zatus es. For anointing the condition 
si vivis is to be expressed when it ap- 
plies. A combination of doubts may be 
present in the administration of either 
of these two Sacraments. For such a 
case I believe one would be justified 
in using the simple and all-embracing 
si capax es to avoid the confusion that 
may result from an effort to express or 
distinguish various conditions. Espe- 
cially is this confusion possible in an 
emergency. 

There is difference of opinion among 
theologians as to the proper condition 
to be employed in the Sacrament of 
Penance when there is doubt concerning 
the penitent’s dispositions. One group 
holds that the Sacrament cannot simul- 
taneously be valid and_ unfruitful, 
and that consequently si dispositus es 
should be used. Others teach that there 
can be present sorrow that is sufficient 
for valid reception of the Sacrament, 
even though it be not enough for fruit- 


ful reception at the time of confession. 
They conclude therefore that, as with 
the other Sacraments, the only condi- 
tion to be employed is s? capazx es. 
This latter opinion, although not cer- 
tain, is probable and safe in practice, 
and is the one to be recommended. The 
condition, of course, need not be ex- 
pressed verbally because there is no 
law requiring this. 


Substituting Sponsors 
Question: A family in my parish re- 
cently adopted an illegitimate child. 
The infant had already been baptized 
in the Catholic Church, with two mem- 
bers of the natural mother’s family act- 
ing as sponsors. The adoptive parents 
now wish to substitute other godparents 
of their own selection, and insist that 
this should be done in justice to the 
child. I have told them that this sub- 
stitution cannot be made. Is my 
answer correct? 
SACERDOS. 
Answer: The pastor is certainly right 
in refusing to make the substitution 
requested by the adoptive parents. 
Sponsors must be present (for validity) 
either personally or by proxy at the 
time of the baptism (Canon 765, n. 5), 
and because the baptism cannot be 
validly or lawfully repeated it is now 
impossible for the child to acquire a 
new set of sponsors. As a solution to 
this problem, however, and to placate 








1120 


The best 
Taminelakicalel=te| 
rola lolamarltt ite 


Write for 


Complete List 
KKSVABE 
45-78 rpm 


MARLEY R. SHERRIS 


1910 Arthur Ave., N.Y. 57, N.Y. 








QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





the new parents, perhaps the following 
procedure would prove satisfactory. 

It will be perfectly lawful for the 
adoptive parents to ask another man 
and woman to act as godparents for 
their adopted child (i.e., perform the 
offices of a godparent). The baby will 
then grow up looking upon this second 
couple as his godparents, and they in 
turn can undertake te fulfill for the 
child the office proper to sponsors at 
baptism. To do so will be an act of 
charity on their part and will supply 

lack that results in the 
situation described. 

No change could lawfully be made in 
the original baptismal record by remov- 
ing the names of the true sponsors and 
inserting the names of the other couple. 
In itself, such an alteration of public 
records would be forbidden. Moreover, 
there exists between the baby and his 
godmother the diriment impediment of 
spiritual relationship. Changing the 
record would destroy the official evi- 
dence of the existence of this impedi- 
ment, and would falsely the 
presence of the impediment between the 
child and the substituted godmother. 
If the child in due time is prudently 
told that he is an adopted child, there 
should be no problem about the names 
of the sponsors on his baptismal cer- 
tificate. Even if the adoptive parents 
should object on this 
they are unwilling to reveal the fact 
of adoption, it should be a simple 
matter to tell the boy in later years 
that his real sponsors were not able to 
act as such, and that those whom he 
knows as godparents generously under- 
took to supply their place. Under 
conditions, and no matter 
how strong the protest of the adoptive 
parents, will it be lawful to change the 
original baptismal record and to list 
new Nevertheless, if the 
above proposal be tactfully explained to 


necessarily 


declare 
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no 
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them, I should think that in almost 
every case the alternative will be ac- 
ceptable. 


Banns and Validation of Marriage 


Question: A couple in my parish has 
been commonly regarded as validly 
married for many years. Actually 
theirs was only a civil marriage, which 
is now to be validated. Must a dis- 
pensation from banns be sought, or 
could one consider the loss of good repu- 
tation arising from publication of the 
banns as sufficient to excuse from the 
law requiring such publication? Pastor. 

Answer: Although the invalidity of 
the marriage by reason of defect of 
form is occult, the loss of reputation 
that would result from publication does 
not justify the pastor in considering 
this couple as excused from the law of 
the banns. However, there is certainly 
sufficient reason for seeking and ob- 
taining a dispensation from the Ordi- 
nary, and the banns definitely should 
not be published in a case of this kind. 
Only in a grave emergency would the 
priest be permitted to omit the publica- 
tions entirely, and the grave emergency 
is hardly ever verified when invalid 
unions of this kind are brought to the 
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pastor’s attention. Usually the Ordi- 
nary can be easily approached during 
the period necessary to determine the 
parties’ freedom to marry and to gather 
the required documents. 

Naturally every effort must be made 
to protect the good name of the couple. 
There should be chosen as witnesses 
for the validation two prudent persons 
who can be absolutely trusted not to 
violate a confidence. It is desirable, 
though not of obligation, to impart the 
nuptial blessing or, if the woman has 
already received this blessing, to recite 
the preces super conjuges found in the 
Roman Ritual. Ordinarily a Nuptial 
Mass will not be advisable because of 
the danger of revealing the past in- 
validity of the union. Therefore, if 
the diocesan faculties do not already 
authorize him to do so, the priest may 
ask the bishop for the faculty to im- 
part the nuptial blessing outside of 
Mass or to recite the other prayers re- 
ferred to. 

We have taken it for granted that 
both parties to the marriage are Catho- 
lies. If it is a mixed marriage, the 
banns may not be published nor may 
the nuptial blessing be given. 
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Catholic Pronouncements on the 


Social Order 


Since the institution of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference (orig- 
inally, Council) and the convoking of 
annual meetings of the Hierarchy of 
the United States, our bishops have had 
both an organization for united action 
and a particular oceasion to give cor- 
porate utterance to the teaching and 
guidance which their office qualifies and 
empowers them to give on the issues of 
our times. It is indeed providential 
that, in this challenging and decisive 
era of our nation’s history, the voice 
and influence of the Church should 
have a medium of expression at the 
national level. Though each bishop 
must continue to rule his diocese and to 
teach his flock in his own right and 
without subjection to any decision or 
pronouncement of the Hierarchy as a 
whole, the collaboration and counsel of 
his fellow-bishops and the agencies 
which they establish can only be a 
source of valuable aid. 

The volume “Our Bishops Speak’’ is, 
therefore, not critical or authoritative.’ 
Its merit derives, not from extrinsic 
authority, but from its contents. It is 
a volume of clear, and often challeng- 
ing, statements of Catholic teaching 
and directive in the framework of the 
realities of American life. Much in- 


*Our Bishops Speak: Statements of the 
Hierarchy of the United States and of the 
Administrative Board of the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference, 1919-1951. With fore- 
word, notes, and index by the Very Rev. 
Raphael M. Huber, S.T.D., O.F.M.Conv. 
(The Bruce Rublishing Company, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; pp. xxxiv—402). 


deed is stated in generality, but the 
appointed spokesmen of the Hierarchy 
lave not hesitated to face up to a. 
variety of practical issues and to put 
the Catholic position clearly in the 
record. Industrial peace, universal 
military training, persecution, housing, 
unemployment, and a host of national 
and international questions were judged 
and appraised in the light of Catholic 
doctrine and tradition. The history of 
the past thirty years would show that 
the warnings, pleas and guidance of 
our bishops have often been ignored or 
have been heeded only in part, even by 
some Catholics. Yet, the impress of 
truth and fearlessness has been stamped 
on the record of our national life by 
our Hierarchy. 

Supplementing the foregoing collec- 
tion of episcopal declarations on ques- 
tions of nationwide importance is a 
timely compilation of excerpts from 
papal documents and addresses on the 
whole political order.2 The Church 
will never consent to her exclusion or 
separation from the civic and political 
domain. She will always sound her 
voice and warnings to direct men to- 
wards political well-being, especially 
during periods of great crisis. The 
Popes of modern times have vigorously 
affirmed both the Church’s right to is- 
sue pronouncements on the moral and 
spiritual aspects of politics and the 
citizen’s duty to participate in the pub- 
lic life of his country. “The just man 


*Papal Pronowncements on the Political 
Order. Compiled and Edited by Francis J. 
Powers, CS.V., M.A., LL.M., SJ.D. (The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md.; pp. xii- 
245). 
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is a Christian who will not be satisfied 
With standing idiv aimid the ruins,” 
states Pope Pius XII. 

In order to provide the necessary 
guidance amidst such widespread polit- 
ical confusion and disagreement, the 
Popes have defined anew, in terms of 
modern circumstances, the purpose and 
function of the State and have set forth 
the basis of its right to function and to 
exercise authority. Firm and unalter- 
able opposition has been expressed to 
every form of political totalitarianisin, 
whereas the right of the individual citi- 
zen to have a voice in his political des- 
tiny, no matter what form of govern- 
ment is over him, has been clearly 
enunciate’. It is a matter of regret 
that the editor of the volume has not 
included, among his well-chosen cita- 
tions, a very significant declaration of 
Pope Pius XII in his Christmas mes- 
sage of 1944: 


“As regards the nature and extent 
of the sacrifices required of every 
citizen, so far-reaching and decisive 
has the activity of the State become 
in modern times that a democratic 
form of government is considered by 
many to be a natural postulate of 
reason. Therefore, the demand for 
‘more democracy and better democ- 
racy’ can mean only the demand that 
the citizen shall be increasingly in a 
position to hold his own persona! 
opinion, express it, and give effect to 
it in a manner consistent with the 
common good.”’ 


The autonomy and interdependence 
of Chureh and State and the delicate 
balance between rightful liberty and 
law are perennial problems of the 
political order. The Popes of modern 
times have shown how such questions 
should be resolved in the light of man’s 
nature and the divine order. For ex- 
ample, Pius XII had this to say on the 
question of religious toleration: 
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“The increasingly frequent con- 
tacts between different religious pro- 
fessions, mingled indiscriminately 
within the same nation, have caused 
civil authorities to follow the prin- 
ciples of tolerance and liberty of con- 
science. In fact, there is a political 
tolerance, a civil tolerance, in regard 
to adherents of other reiigious beliefs, 
which, in circumstances such as 
these, is a moral duty for Catholies”’ 
(n. 181). 

The granting of religious freedom, 
therefore, must be no grudging conces- 
sion but deemed to be the fulfillment 
of an obligation. The great political 
question Oi our times is peace and jus- 
tice among nations. The Popes teacli 
us that this demands, besides good will 
towards all men and respect for the 
moral law, international organization 
and the use of force against aggression, 
the curbing of nationalism, and eco- 
nomic aid and codperation between na- 
tions. 

We do not always hear such de- 
mands being voiced or upheld by 
American Catholics. This only serves 
to show the value and timeliness of 
Father Powers’ volume on papal teach- 
ing. It serves to educate the sincere 
Christian to his responsibility before 
the world, as stated by our present 
Holy Father: 


“A convineed Christian cannot 
confine himself within an easy and 
egotistical ‘isolationism’ when he wit- 
nesses the needs and misery of his 
brothers, when pleas for help come to 
him for those in economic distress, 
when he is aware of the aspirations 
of the working classes for more nor- 
imal and just conditions of life, when 
he is aware of an economic system 
which places money above social ob- 
ligations, when he is not unaware of 
an intransigent nationalism which 
denies or spurns the common bonds 
which link the separate nations to- 
gether and impose on each of them 
many and varied duties towards the 
great family of nations” (n. 25). 
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Neither of the foregoing works 
stresses or elaborates on the organized 
effort of the laity as the indispensable 
medium of translating the principles 
enunciated into national and interna- 
tional life. Yet, it is obvious that only 
by such participation in the apostolate 
of the Hierarchy will these doctrines 
pass from the printed page into rea! 
life. 

Francis B. DonneELLy, J.C.D. 


Training of Adolescents 


A group of Catholic writers, well- 
known in their respective fields, have 
contributed the fruit of their thinking 
to a symposium on the conflicts of ado- 
lesence.! The result is a manual of 
direction for those who must share the 
Christian forming of youth during this 
crucial period of life. It quickly be- 
comes evident that the adolescent is an 
individual undergoing a transformation 
which affects his entire being. The 
parent, the teacher, the counsellor of 
youth must know the factors contribut- 
ing to this transformation. Many are 
the contradictions, the paradoxes, 
found in this teen-age youth. “He is in 
a state of uncertainty,” writes Father 
Fuerst in the opening chapter, “. . . but 
despite his uncertainty, he parades as 
if he were more than certain. Seem- 
ingly more than a master for environ- 
ment and his milieu, he is beset with 
anxiety and anguish” (p. 30). His im- 
patience of authority leads even to re- 
ligious skepticism. This need not dis- 
tress his counsellor, for it is not a sign 
of depravity but rather of that rebel- 
lion against all authority that is char- 
acteristic of the adolescent. Now ca- 
pable of appreciating the arguments for 
religion, he can under proper instruc- 
tion reason his way out of his own diffi- 


* Adolescent Conflicts. Edited by the Rev. 
Theodore J. Vittoria, S.'S.P. (Society of St. 
Paul, Derby, N. Y.; pp. 189). 
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culty. Certainly, religious instruction 
that appeals primarily to reason, to 
his own intelligence, is excellent for the 
adolescent. When he _ understands 
thoroughly that his Catholic religion 
demands nothing contrary to reason, he 
is strengthened and confirmed in his 
faith. 

In his chapter on youth and person- 
ality training Father Magner gives 
words of specific eounsel particularly 
to parents in dealing with the adoles- 
cent. Everywhere respect for his per- 
sonality is imperative. ‘Whether in 
the home or in the school, the parent, 
the older brother and sister, and the 
teacher have a fundamental obligation 
to take youth seriously and to show 
that the considered opinions, the in- 
terests, and the efforts of all alike 
are to be respected” (p. 65). Father 
Lord is the apostle of recreation within 
the home. Under no pretense whatso- 
ever should parents cheat their children 
of a happy home. No sacrifice is too 
great to make the home so attractive 
that even adolescent boys and girls 
will not yield to the blandishments of 
commercial recreation. 

Father Schmiedeler leads us to an 
understanding of how to deal with cer- 
tain great problems of the adolescent: 
the problem of loneliness; the problem 
of awkwardness; the problem of shy- 
‘ness which finds its root cause in an 
overdeveloped self-consciousness. The 
question of vocation presses upon the 
adolescent. “All guidance work,” writes 
Father Cronan, “must always remem- 
ber and inculeate ... (that) all voca- 
tions are vocations to God, are works 
of love and service leading to God and 
the divinely intended completion of 
personality. A religious vocation 
‘annot be fostered except in the normal 
and strong and generous and willing 
and completely natural young person” 


(pp. 118, 123). 
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‘ather John A. O’Brien urges young 
people to avail themselves of the many 
opportunities of acquaintance among 
wholesome and congenial persons of the 
opposite sex, to take time enough in 
selecting a partner for life that they 
may learn well the qualities of mind 
and heart and character of the pros- 
pective partner. Above all, they are to 
remember that courtship is a time of 
stress and strain, and chastity will not 
survive unless careful precautions are 
adopted. 

Father Conroy writes of the oppor- 
tunity in the use of leisure. The use to 
which a young man or a young woman 
puts leisure time is an index of char- 
acter. Organizations that lead youth 
to a constructive use of leisure must 
work in harmony with the efforts of the 
home, and avoid taking over functions 
that are properly discharged by the 
home. 

The concluding essay on “Adolescent 
Conflicts,” by Father Schieder, director 
of the youth department, N.C.W.C. 
takes up the important problem of 
leadership training.. There is a very 
definite responsibility for those who 
guide youth to encourage leaders and 
to develop leaders. Young people must 
be allowed a certain leeway in the ad- 
ministration of their activities; it is 
best to allow them to make their own 
mistakes. In all their activities there 
must be a Christian frame of reference. 
If the counsellor studies youth and de- 
velops their talents, he will have the 
great satisfaction of training others tc 
become the guides of the world. 

“Adolescent Conflicts” achieves its 
purpose—to be of some assistance to 
parents, teachers, priests, and all youth 
counsellors in successfully and _ profit- 
ably appraising all the normal ado- 
lescent conflicts. 


Pauu E. CamMpsBeE.L, A.M., Litrt.D. 
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The Man of Every Hour 


One measure of human genius is its 
ability to speak with effect to men of 
other times and places. A handful of 
men have left a message that is valid 
for every generation. In one age or 
another that message may be muffled 
and rendered ineffective by the halting 
voices that enunciate it, but its vitality, 
that of perennial truth, guarantees that 
it will be listened to again. St. Thomas 
Aquinas is surely one of that handful, 
and the influence of his thought, for 
several centuries in decline, has again 
risen high. An account of that revival, 
orginally delivered in the form of radio 
talks, is briefly but interestingly told 
by one of his twentieth-century reli- 
gious confréres.!_ Introduced by a bio- 
graphical sketch of the Saint, this short 
work first outlines the history of the 
Thomistic renaissance and then illus- 
trates its impact in the careers of two 
brilliant men—the one a priest, Father 
Vineent MeNabb, O.P., the other a lay- 
man, Jacques Maritain, both truly 
modern in their grasp of contemporary 
problems and truly Thomist in their 
conviction that those problems would 
vield to solutions stemming from the 
thought of the Angelic Doctor. A final 
essay underlines the need of Thomism 
for to-day. 

The springs of genius are deep, and, 
especially when the genius is that of a 
Saint, they arise from great powers still 
more ennobled by grace. To write the 
spiritual biography of such a man is 
not a task to be lightly undertaken, 
but, once accomplished, it goes far 
towards accounting for the products 
of an heroic inspiration. The late 
lamented Dr. Martin Grabmann, a 
life-long student of Aquinas, has per- 
formed such a task for St. Thomas in 


1 The Revival of Thomism. By Aegidius 
Doolan, O.P. (Clonmore & Reynolds, Ltd., 
Dublin). 
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were martyred during the French Revolu- 
tion. Bernanos here returns to one of the 
key motifs of all his work—the gradual 
disappearance of the fear of suffering and 
sacrifice through voluntary conformity to 
the Divine Will. Blanche de la Force, 
though dominated by fear, goes to a mar- 
tyrs death ‘‘with her anguish finally con- 
forming to the Holy Agony of Our Lord.’’ 
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By Raoul Plus, S.J. 





A recall to the dignity and value of honest 
labor of every kind. Ina disarming style 
that has become his trademark, Father 
Plus shows work to be the greatest joy 
that we have. It puts into operation 
one’s whole effective energy, not for one’s 
own benefit but with at least an implicit 
feeling of rendering a service to others, 
our neighbors or to those of our own 
profession or race. $2.25 
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«a work marked by scholarly restraint 
und objectivity.” To one who may be 
accustomed to more exuberant hagiog- 
raphies, Dr. Grabmann’s seems lack- 
ing in warmth and color. One realizes, 
however, that his procedure represents 
a victory over the temptation to create 
rather than to recreate. Thereby there 
is insured an authentic spiritual por- 
trait of the Angelic Doctor which 
emerges gradually from the most re- 
liable sources—his works and the acts 
of his process of canonization. Three 
virtues are seen to dominate his inner 
life, wisdom, charity and peace, but 
these glowed in his soul because he 
lived always in the God-Man of whose 
life his own was a daily imitation. 

Each year a group of Catholic philos- 
? The Interior Life of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
By Dr. Martin Grabmann. Translated bv 
Nicholas Ashenbrener, O.P. (Bruce Publishing 
Company, Milwaukee, Wis.). 
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ophers convenes in Rome under the 
auspices of the Academy of St. Thomas 
and demonstrates the vitality of 
Thomist thought by enlisting it in the 
solution of the most pressing philosophi- 
cal problems. In 1949 such a group 
met to formulate an analysis and cri- 
tique of the philosophy of Communism. 
The results of their deliberations have 
recently been made available in a very 
readable English translation.* The 
volume in question, comprehensive, 
profound, authoritative, is definitely 
not a popularized exposition; and yet 
it deserves to become popular. For it 
is a searching and enlightening com- 
mentary on the philosophy we must 
well understand if we are to survive. 
The contributors are mostly Italians 

*The Philosophy of Communism. By 
Giorgio La Pira and Others. Translation 


from the Italian (Fordham University Press, 
New York City). 
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but Father Murphy explains it in his 
book. Again, the reader may ask where 
these members are and how we may 
know them. The answer is that the 
members of the Mystical Body are to 
be found in the Catholic Church, and 
that the Mystical Body is in reality 
nothing other than the Catholic Church, 
of which Christ is the invisible Head. 
This is, in fact, what His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XII, says in his Encyclical on the 
Mystical Body, issued in 1943. There 
le tells us: “Nothing more glorious, 
nothing nobler, nothing surely more 
honorable can be imagined than to 
belong to the holy, Catholic, Apostolic 
and Roman Church, in which we be- 
come members of one Body as venerable 
as it is unique; are guided by one su- 
preme Head; are filled with one Divine 
Spirit; are nourished during our earthly 





exile by one doctrine and one Heavenly 
Bread, until at last we enter into the 
one unending blessedness of heaven.” 

If we find this doctrine mysterious 
and hard to grasp, let us first turn to 
the simple illustration of it given by 
Our Lord Himself according to St. 
John, xv. 5 sqq. (“I am the vine; you 
are the branches ’), and then to St. 
Paul in I Cor., xii, where the doctrine 
is still more fully explained and elabo- 
rated. From these passages we can see 
how closely united are all the faithful 
among themselves and with Christ, their 
Head, and how dependent all are upon 
one another and on their Head, how all 
must work together for the good of the 
whole, how harm or hurt to any member 
is a damage to all. 

This is indeed a very beautiful teach- 
ing of our faith, and one which should 
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make us realize the great dignity we 
enjoy as Christians. If we have a real 
dignity and are conscious of it, we shall 
be spurred to try to live up to it, and to 
avoid all that ean degrade or tarnish it. 

Father Murphy in this handy book 
has performed a real service to us all 
by explaining so sublime a doctrine in 
such simple language. 


CHARLES J, CALLAN, O.P., Lirt.D. 
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as 
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This palimpsest was 


—s 


religious charity. 
begun in answer to the request, “Tell 
us everything,” when Sister Bertrande, 
a Daughter of Charity of St. Vincent de 
Paul, left the largest Social Center in 
the United States (the Marillae House 
of Chicago, where she is Director) and 
started on a Holy Year Pilgrimage. On 
four continents the author discovered 
and described the religious, social, 
economic and cultural details that she 
was sure her own community would 
Others, too, wanted to 
learn about the universality of the 
Chureh, the magnificent work of the 
Sisters of Charity and the love that 
unites the 43,000 members of that great 
In these pages they will 


want to know. 


organization. 
find no pedantic scholarship or critical 


research, but the friendly enthusiasm, 
wide interests and effective love so dear 


to St. Vincent de Paul. K. SuLuivan 


Sister 


4 Devotedly Yours. By 
(Newman Press, Westminster, Md., 1951). 
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A BIBLE IN THE HOME—A BLESSING ON THE FAMILY 





Catholic Bible Week 


celebrates 


THE 500 th ae 
fe) 
The Gutenberg Bible 


500 YEARS AGO ... Catholics used that first printed edition of the Vulgate text 


TODAY ... Catholics are reading these modern translations sponsored by the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine: 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Students’ Edition: with two maps, 
flexible cover, $1.75 


Confraternity Edition: flexible cover, 
red edges, $2.25 


Regular Edition: 
gilt edges, $3.50 


Gift Edition: Morocco, hand- 
tooled inside, gold cross, gilt 
edges, $6.50 


(Other editions from $3.00 to $30.00) 


flexible leather, 


Kindly send me 


THE OLD TESTAMENT 


The first eight books (Genesis to Ruth) 
in one volume: new translations 
from the original languages 
672 pp., uniform with New Testa- 
ment, $3.00 


Separate books 
GENESIS, 136 pp., $1.25; THE 
PSALMS, 308 pp., $2.50 


THE GOSPELS, bound in strong 
paper, each $.25 


Paterson 3, N. J. 
(Dept. 4-1650) 


ST. ANTHONY GUILD PRESS 
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Firms with Episcopal Authorization to 


Handle Sacred Vessels and Repair Them 


\ 


(- "7 
BOSTON 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 106 Chauncy Street 
Patrick J. Gill, 367 Washington Street 














CHICAGO 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 
Lawrence N. Daleiden Co., 218 W. Madison St. 
D. B. Hansen & Sons, 23 North Franklin Street 





CINCINNATI 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 





CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 





GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St.- 


+ 





NEW YORK CITY 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 6-8 Barclay Street 
Black, Starr & Gorham, Inc., Fifth Ave. at 48th St. 
Engle & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 
Office of Frederick G. Necker, Inc., 3410 Broadway 
The Edward O’Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 14 Barclay Street 
Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 





OMAHA 
Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney Street 





PHILADELPHIA 
Keystone Silver Co., 804-808 Sansom St. 
Louis J. Meyer, Inc., 205 S. Ninth St. 





ST. LOUIS 
B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 





ST. PAUL 
The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 





SAN FRANCISCO 


Benziger Brothers Inc., 758 Mission Street 





TULSA, OKLA. 
F. C. Ziegler, 16 East 6th St. 





WHEELING, W. VA. 
Harry D. Corcoran Co., 21271-2129 Market St. 














Wherever it shines before the tabernacle . . . in tiny mission chapel or 
vast cathedral . . . the Sanctuary Light is a universal sign of the real 
presence of the Eucharistic Christ . . . a symbol that speaks in every 
language, saying: ‘‘Come, let us kneel before the Lord that made us ” 





CANDLE CO., INC., Syracuse, N. Y. 
The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 


Will & Baumer provides Sanctuary Lights of varying kinds—Lux Domini 
Altar or Missa brand—each designed to comply with ecclesiastical customs and codes, and adapted 
for use with most Sanctuary Lamps. For those who feel that they should give to God, not the good. 
not the better, but the bes! .. . ask your Will & Baumer representative to show you the complete 
line of Sanctuary Lights. A selection of Sanctuary Lamps is also available 





